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Siographical  Memorial  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 

SIR  ISAAC  NEWTON,  the  great  English  mathematician,  philosopheri 
and  theologian,  was  bom  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  on  Christmas  day,  1642. 
He  early  lost  his  father,  but  his  mother,  though  she  soon  after  took  a  second 
husband,  bestowed  particular  care  on  his  education.  From  Grantham  school, 
where  he  was  placed  at  the  age  of  twelve,  he  was  removed  at  eighteen,  to 
Trinity  college,  Cambridge,  as  he  seemed  to  prefer  studious  pursuits  to  the 
management  of  his  estate.  At  Cambridge,  under  the  care  of  the  famous 
Isaac  Barrow,  he  began  to  apply  to  mathematics,  but  his  powerful  mind  so 
easily  comprehended  the  elements  of  Euclid,  that  he  quickly  passed  to  higher 
pursuits,  and  paid  attention  to  Descartes*  analytical  niethod,  which  then  was 
very  popular,  and  as  he  proceeded  in  his  studies  he  made  marginal  notes. 
In  !  664,  he  discovered  a  new  method  of  mfinitc  series  and  fluxions,'  wliicb 
he  afterwards  greatly  improved,  and  the  same  year  he  took  his  bachelor’s 
degree.  His  next  pursuit  was  the  grinding  of  optical  glasses  in  one  of  the 
figures  made  by  the  three  sections  of  a  cone,  for  the  improvement  of  tele¬ 
scopes,  but  not  succeeding  as  he  expected,  he  procured  a  glass  prism,  to 
make  experiments  on  the  phenomena  of  colours,  lately  discovered  by  Gri¬ 
maldi;  and  the  result  of  his  skilful  researches  gradually  matured  his  new 
theory  of  light  and  colours.  Whilst  he  reflected  on  this  discovery  that  light 
was  not  homogeneous,  but  a  heterogeneous  mixture  of  refrangible  rays,  he 
was  obliged  to  quit  Cambridge  in  1665,  by  the  plague,  and  he  retired  to  his 
house,  where,  though  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  his  books,  new  truths 
were  to  be  opened  to  his  active  mind.  Whilst  he  was  sitting  alone  in  bis 
garden,  the  falling  of  some  apples  from  a  tree  led  his  thoughts  to  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  gravity,  and  considering  that  tins  power  is  not  sensibly  diminished,  at 
the  remotest  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  cai*th,  even  at  the  top  of  the 
highest  mountains,  he  thought  that  it  must  be  extended  much  further.  Why 
not  as  high  as  the  moon?- was  his  next  question  to  himself;  therefore  tlie 
moon  may  be  influenced  by  this  power  of  gravity,  and  retained  in  her  orbit, 
and  the  whole  planetary  system  moving  round  the  sun  as  their  common  cen¬ 
tre  may  obey  this  great  principle,  which,  however,  as  be  calculated,  must 
decrease  in  strength  in  the  duplicate  proportion  of  the  increase  of  distance. 
The  further  examination  of  tliis  important  subject  was  deferred,  as  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Cambridge ;  and  in  1 667,  being  elected  fellow  of  his  college,  he 
devoted  all  his  attention  to  the  construction  of  a  reflecting  telescope.  In 
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1 669,  he  succeeded  to  the  mathematical  chair  at  Cambridge,  on  the  resigna¬ 
tion  of  his  friend  Dr.  Barrow,  and  for  three  years  he  delivered  lectures  on 
the  discoveries  which  he  had  made  in  optics,  and  communicated  his  theory  * 
of  light  and  colours,  which  he  had  brought  to  a  great  degree  of  perfection, 
to  the  Royal  society,  of  which  he  was  elected  member  in  1672.  Some  time 
after  he  presented  to  the  same  learned  society  his  telescope,  with  a  descrip ; 
tion  of  its  properties.  While  labouring  on  the  problems  of  his  great  system, 
his  attention  was  attracted  to  the  comet  of  1 680,  and  by  repeated  experi¬ 
ments  he  proved  the  truth  of  Kepler’s  supposition,  about  the  motion  of  the 
primary  planets,  and  after  establishing  his  conclusions  on  the  most  infallible 
proofs,  he  In  1687  published,  at  the  request  of  the  Royal  society,  the  result 
of  his  astronomical  pursuits,  under  the  title  of  Philosophiae  Naturalis  Princi- 
pia  Mathematica.  This  excellent  performance,  which  set  his  name  above 
the  philosophers  of  ancient  and  modern  times,  met,  however,  with  opposi¬ 
tion  ;  but  though  its  truths  were  delivered  with  conciseness  and  precision, 
and  required  study  and  labour  to  be  comprehended,  even  by  the  most  learned 
of  mathematicians,  it  gained  by  slow  but  sure  degrees  universal  praise  and 
admiration.  At  this  time  the  attacks  of  James  II.  on  the  privileges  of  the 
university  were  resisted  with  great  spirit,  and  Newton  was  appointed  as  one 
of  the  delegates  to  complain  of  the  illegal  encroachment.  His  eloquence  on 
this  occasion  was  so  strong  and  powerful,  that  the  king  abandoned  his  claims. 
He  was  member  of  the  convention  parliament  in  1688,  and  when  his.  friend 
the  earl  of  Halifax  planned  the  recoining  of  the  money  of  the  kingdom,  he 
called  to  his  assistance  the  abilities  of  Newton,  ^d  made  him,  in  1696,  war¬ 
den  of  the  mint.  In  1 699  he  was  made  master  of  the  mint,  with  an  ample 
salary,  and  enjoyed  the  office  till  his  death.  In  consequence  of  these  ap¬ 
pointments  in  London,  he  resigned  the  emoluments  of  his  professorship  to 
Mr.  Whiston,  of  Clare  hall,  his  deputy,  for  whom  he  generously  procured 
the  appointment  in  1703.  In  1703  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Royal 
society,  and  for  twenty-five  years'  he  adorned  the  chair  of  that  learned  body 
till  his  death.  He  also  was  made  honourary  member  of  the  academy  of  sci¬ 
ences  at  Paris,  and  received  every  mark  of  distinction  from  the  learned  of 
.the-  continent.  When  he  published,  in  1 704,  his  theory  of  light,  after  esta¬ 
blishing  its  truth  by  repeated  experiments,  during  the  space  of  thirty  years ; 
he  also  made  mention  of  his  discovery  of  the  nature  of  fluxions,  which  since 
1672,  had  engaged  his  attention,  but  had  not  been  communicated .  to  the 
public ;  yet  by  mean  suggestions  Leibnitz  laid  claim  to  the  merit  of  disco¬ 
vering  them.  While  the  Acta  Eruditorum  of  Leipsic  attributed  the  honour 
to  the  German  philosopher,  Keill  of  Oxford  undertook  the  defence  of  his 
iriend,  and  proved,  by  the  clearest  evidence,  and  from  extracts  from  the  pa¬ 
pers  of  the  Royal  society,  that  this  system,  so  important  in  mathematics, 
originated  first  in  the  genius  of  Newton.  In  1715  Leibnitz  proposed  to  the 
English  philosopher  his  famous  problem  of  the  trajectories,  which,  while  it 
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might  have  puzzled  other  mathematicians,  was  resolved  by  Newton  in  a  few 
hours,  after  the  labours  and  the  fatigues  of  the  day.  This  great  man,  who 
had  been  in  1705  knighted  by  queen  Anne,  became  a  great  favourite  at  the 
court  of  George  I.,  and  the  princess  of  Wales,  afterwards  queen  Caroline^ 
took  infinite  pleasure  in  the  conversation  of  the  philosopher.  As  she  had 
an  uncommon  genius  for  mathematics  and  astronomy,  she  often  said,  she 
considered  herself  happy  in  being  born  in  an  age  when  she  could  enjoy  the 
conversation  and  the  instruction  of  so  illustrious  a  philosopher.  At  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  princess  he  drew  up  his  abstract  of  chronology,  but  a  copy  of 
it  was  imprudently  communicated  to  signor  Conti,  a  Venetian,  who  with  il¬ 
liberal  effrontery  had  it  printed  at  Paris,  and  at  the  same  time  engaged  some 
of  the  French  literati  to  attack  and  abuse  it.  This  drew  a  defence  from 
.  Newton,  inserted  in  the  philosophical  transactions,  and  soon  after  he  pub¬ 
lished  the  work  himself.  Having  now  nearly  reached  the  age  of  eighty,  sir 
Isaac,  after  enjoying  from  his  regular  and  temperate  habits,  all  the  blessings 
of  health,  found  himself  seized  by  an  incontinence  of  urine,  which  was  at¬ 
tended  with  the  excruciating  pains  of  a  stone  in  the  bladder.  For  a  few 
weeks  before  his  death,  the  agonies  which  he  suffered  were  very  great,  yet 
his  meekness  and  patience  subdued  them,  and  though  from  the  severe  pa¬ 
roxysms  which  he  endured,  large  drops  of  sweat  ran  down  his  cheeks,  he 
preserved  his  usual  smile  of  cheerfulness  and  serenity.  On  the  night  of 
the  1 1th  March,  1726-7,  his  intellects  were  visibly  affected,  and  he  continued 
insensible  till  he  expired  nine  days  after,  aged  85.  Ilis  body  lay  in  state  in 
the  Jerusalem  chamber,  and  on  the  28th  March,  was  conveyed  in  becoming 
funeral  pomp  to  Westminster  abbey,  while  the  lord  chancellor,  the  dukes 
of  Montrose  and  Roxburgh,  the  earls  of  Pembroke,  Sussex  and  Maccles¬ 
field,  supported  the  pall.  He  was  interred  near  the  entrance  of  the  choir 
on  the  left  hand,  and  a  stately  monument  with  a  proper  inscription  has  been 
erected  to  his  honour^ 

Sir  Isaac  had  the  happiness  of  enjoying  during  his  life  the  fame,  the. 
honours,  and  the  rewards,  which  seldom  attend  the  learned  and  the  great, 
but' which  often  are  lavished  with  insulting  profusion. on  their  remains 
or  their  posterity.  In  his  person  this  great  man  was  of  a  middle  stature, 
his  countenance  was  pleasing  and  venerable,  though  it  did  not  display  that 
deep  and  penetrating  sagacity  which  are  every  where  perceptible  in  his 
writing^.  He  never  niade  use  of  spectacles,  and  it  is  said  he  lost  only 
one  tooth  during  the  whole  of  his  life.  In  his  temper  he  was  meek  and  un¬ 
assuming,  and  so  great  a  lover  of  peace  and  harmony,  that  he  kept  some  of 
his  publications  from  the  eye  of  the  public,  that  he  might  not  excite  the 
envy  and  the  malice  of  opponents  or  rivals.  With  great  powers  of  mind, 
and  with  a  comprehension  which  embraced  at  one  view  *  the  meaning  of 
cvefx  subject  to  which  he  directed  his  attention,  and  overleaped  as  trifling 
all  Uie  difficulties  which  had  arrested  the  progress  of  other  philosophers,  he 


4 


Biografihical  J^oticc  of  Sir  Matthew  Hale. 

was  thus  enabled  to  shed  lustre  on  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  coun¬ 
try  which  gave  him  birth,  and  to  introduce  such  astonishing  improvements, 
and  make  such  stupendous  discoveries  in  science,  in  mathematics,  and  in 
astronomy,  as  would  each  of  them  individually  have  bestowed  immortality. 
To  his  other  great  qualities  he  added  the  virtues  of  piety ;  and  religious  in¬ 
fidelity  he  marked  with  abhorrence.  No  remark  of  levity  or  indifference 
on  the  powers  of  the  Deity,  or  on  revelation,  ever  was  made  in  his  presence, 
without  drawing  from  him  the  severest  censure ;  and  while  he  made  the 
bible  his  favourite  study,  he  employed  some  portion  of  his  time  in  proving 
the  great  truths  of  the  prophetical  writers  of  scripture.  Ardently  attached 
to  the  tenets  and  the  discipline  of  the  church  of  England,  he  bore  with  pa¬ 
tience  the  errors  and  the  failings  of  others,  and  was  at  all  times  an  enemy  to 
intolerant  persecution.  He  was  never  married,  and  it  is  probable  that,  as 
his  time  was  devoted  so  assiduously  to  study,  he  felt  little  of  the  concerns  of 
domestic  life,  and  never  was  sensible  of  the  want  of  a  companion  at  home. 
In  his  conduct  he  was  charitable,  and  as  his  income  increased  he  was  pro- 
portionably  more  affected  by  the  wants  of  his  indigent  neighbours.  He  left 
32,000/.  at  his  death,  but  made  no  will.  His  most  valuable  works  have  been 
collected  and  published,  together  with  an  excellent  commentary,  1784,  in  5 

vols.  4to.  by  bishop  Horsley. 

✓ 
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SIR  MATTHEW  HALE,  the  celebrated  English  jurist,  and  a  distin¬ 
guished  Christian,  was  born  in  Gloucestershire,  November,  1600.  He  was 
educated  at  Wootton-undcr-Edge,  under  the  puritanical  vicar  Of  the  parish,* 
and  in  1626  entered  at  Magdalen  hall,  Oxford,  and  three  years  after  began 
to  study  the  law  at  Lincoln's  inn.  Panting  after  distinction  he  now  bid  adieu 
to  the  follies  and  levities  of  youth,  and  of  idle  company,  and  devoting  daily 
sixteen  hours  to  study,  he  enriched  the  resources  of  his  mind  with  all  the 
treasures  of  law,  of  philosophy,  of  science,  and  of  divinity.  When  called  to 
the  bar,  the  intcgiity  of  his  conduct  recommended  him  to  the  public  notice, 
not  less  than  his  superior  abilities ;  and  in  those  times  of  civil  discord,  he 
became  the  friend  of  royalists  and  of  republicans  by  not  mixing  with  faction. 
His  extensive  knowledge  of  the  law  was  called  into  action  in  the  defence  of 
Stafford,  of  Laud,  and  even  of  Charles  himself;  but  though  the  advocate  of 
royalty,  he  refused  not  to  take  the  covenant,  and  to  appear  as  one  of  the  com¬ 
missioners  who  treated  with  the  king’s  officers  about  the  reduction  of  Ox¬ 
ford.  Though  the  death  of  Charles  shocked  his  feelings,  he  however 
yielded  to  the  strong  invitations  of  Cromwell,  who  knew  his  merits,  and 
he  accepted  under  him  the  office  of  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Common- 
bench.  Scruples,  however,  soon  arose,  and  after  going  two  or  three(l3r- 
cuits,  he  refused  to  act  as  judge  on  the  ci'own  side ;  and  when  on  the  ?l4kth 
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of  the  protector,  higher  powers  were  offered  him  under  his  son  Richard,  he 
boldly  rejected  the  new  dignity,  and  refused  to  wear  mourning.  At  the 
restoration  he  was  marked  out  for  the  highest  distinction  as  chief  baron  of 
the  exchequer ;  and  Clarendon  in  investing  him  with  his  office,  declared  that 
he  knew  no  one  more  honest,  or  more  fit  to  preside  in  that  court.  For 
eleven  years  he  endeared  himself  to  the  nation  as  an  impartial  judge,  gene¬ 
rous,  diligent,  and  hun>ane ;  and  in  1671  he  was  promoted  to  the  office,  of 
chief  justice  of  England,  where  he  displayed  the  same  integrity,  the  same 
zeal,  and  the  same  unbiassed  patient  attention.  Four  years  after,  a  sudden 
inflammation  in  the  midriff  produced  an  asthma  and  a  rapid  dropsy,  which 
proved  fatal  25th  December,  1676.  He  was  twice  married,  and  by  his 
first  wife  had  ten  children.  He  left  his  valuable  MSS.  to  Lincoln's  inn 
society.  This  great  man,  eminent  not  less  for  his  learning,  piety,  and 
private  virtues,  than  for  his  uprightness  as  a  judge,  wrote  several  valuable 
works  on  subjects  of  law,  philosophy,  and  divinity  ;  the  best  known  of  which 
arc,  the  primitive  origination  of  mankind  considered  and  explained  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  light  of  nature,  &c.  folio — the  history  of  the  pleas  of  the  crown, 
folio — the  original  institution,  power,  and  jurisdiction  of  parliaments— con¬ 
templations  moral  and  divine,  3  vols.  8vo. — ^judgment  of  the  nature  of  true 
religion,  its  corruption,  8cc.— difficiles  nugse,  8cc. — essay  on  the  gravitation, 
&c.  of  fluid  bodies,  &:c.- 

A  Good  Mother. 

IT  has  been  often  observed,  that  some  of  the  most  illustrious  of  human 
characters  were  early  moulded  to  the  model  of  excellence  by  the  maternal 
hand.  I  might  adduce  from  the  records  of  history  a  goodly  number  of  in¬ 
stances  ;  but  for  the  present  shall  mention  only  one. 

Sir  Philip  Sidney,  born  about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  was 
the  wonder  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived ;  for  though  he  died  at  a  little  more 
than  thirty,  his  fame,  as  a  wise  and  profound  statesman,  was  spread  over  all 
Europe.  Nor  was  he  less  distinguished  for  religious  and  moral  virtues,  and 
particularly  for  generosity  and  tenderness  of  nature.  It  has  been  remarked 
of  him,  that  ‘‘  the  most  beautiful  event  of  his  life,  was  his  death.**  Receiv¬ 
ing  a  mortal  wound  in  a  battle  in  Flanders,  the  moment  after  he  was  wound¬ 
ed,  and  thirsty  with  the  excess  of  bleeding,  he  turned  away  the  water  from 
his  own  lips,  to  give  it  to  a  dying  soldier,  with  these  words,  “  Thy  necessity 
is  still  greater  than  mine.** 

This  extraordinary  man  was  indebted,  for  the  rudiments  of  his  education, 
to  his  illustrious  and  excellent  mother,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  duke  of 
Northumberland,  who,  in  a  preceding  reign,  had  been  beheaded.  Her 
tender  melancholy  occasioned  by  the  tragical  events  in  her  family,  together 
with  the  mischance  of  sickness,  that  had  impaired  her  beauty,  inclined  her 
to  hide  herself  from  the  g^y  world,  and  to  bestow  her  attentions  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  upon  the  education  of  her  children.**  It  was  her  delight,**  says 
a  biographer  of  Sir  Philip,  ‘‘to  form  their  early  habits;  to  instil  into  their 
tender  minds,  the  principles  of  religion  and  virtue ;  to  direct  their  passions 
to  proper  objects ;  to  superintend  not  only  their  serious  occupations,  but 
even  their  amusements.** 
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Had  the  loftiness  of  the  house  of  Northumberland  not  been  fallen,  and 
had  Lady  Mary,  the  eldest  daughter  of  that  house,  been  a  leader  of  fashion 
at  the  royal  court,  a  distinction  which  her  rank  would  well  have  entitled  het 
to,  her  Philip  would  not,  in  any  probability,  have  been  the  exalted  character 
that  he  was. 

To  see  a  mother,  herself  highly  accomplished,  and  capable  of  shining  in 
the  first  circles  of  fashionable  life  ;  to  see  her  forego  the  pleasures  of  amuse¬ 
ment  and  the  ambition  of  show,  for  the  sake  of  bestowing  personal  attentions 
upon  her  infantile  brood  ;  to  see  her  spend  the  best  of  her  days  in  fashion¬ 
ing  their  minds  and  manners  upon  the  purest  models,  guiding  them  with 
discretion,  and  alluring  them  to  the  love  of  excellence,  alike  by  precept  and 
example  :  to  see  this  is  to  behold  one  of  the  most  charming  of  spectacles 
that  can  be  furnished  any  where  in  this  fallen  world. 

And  what  though  it  be  not  in  the  power  of  such  a  mother  to  make  a  Phi¬ 
lip  Sidney  of  her  son  ?  What  though  nature  have  gifted  her  children  with 
no  uncommon  strength  or  brightness  of  intellect?  Yet,  with  the  divine 
blessing,  can  she  have  such  influence  upon  the  moral  frame  of  their  young 
and  tender  minds,  as  that  they  shall  be  disposed  to  improve  their  natural 
talents,  whatever  they  may  be,  and  to  employ  them  honourably.  The  bene¬ 
fits,  In  this  respect,  which  highly  capable  mothers  might  confer  on  their 
children  during  a  few  of  the  first  years  of  their  earthly  existence,  are  far  be¬ 
yond  the  power  of  calculation  ;  since  those  benefits  would  likely  descend 
from  one  generation  to  another,  down  to  distant  posterity.  Delightful 
task  In  comparison  of  the  pure  and  sublime  enjoyment  which  the  faithful 
performance  gives,  poor  and  wretched  indeed  is  the  whole  sum  of  pleasure 
that  can  possibly  be  extracted  from  the  amusements  of  fashion  ! 

Lamentable,  however,  would  be  the  condition  of  things  .in  this  regard,  if 
either  wealth  or  rank,  or  sufjj^rior  talents,  or  any  great  degree  of  literary 
acquirements,  were  indispensably  necessary,  in  a  mother,  tor  fit  her  for  the 
noble  and  important  task  which  this  relation  devolves  upon  her.  So  far 
from  it,  a  woman  of  mere  plain  sense,  whose  reading  extends  but  little  be-, 
yond  the  divine  volume  that  contains  our  holy  religion,  and  whose  worldly 
circumstances  are  narrow  and  even  indigent,  is  capable  nevertheless,  of  con¬ 
ferring  unspeakable  benefits  upon  her  little  ones.  As  she  is  the  first  in 
their  hearts,  so,  in  their  esteem,  she  is  the  first  of  women.  Her  example 
is  their  model ;  they  copy  her  ways  ;  they  hang  upon  her  lips.  The  moral 
and  religious  lore  inculcated  with  maternal  tenderness  by  her,  they  never 
quite  forget ;  and,  not  unfrequently,  it  is  the  means  of  forming  their  cha¬ 
racter  for  life. 

Precious  is  the  mother,  whether  of  high  or  low  degree,  who,  in  this  re^ 
spect,  acts  the  real  mother  to  the  best  of  her  abilities.  Hardly  can  she  fail 
of  stamping  upon  the  minds  of  her  younglings  some  salutary  impressions 
that  shall  never  be  quite  effaced.  Save  the  rare  instances  of  most  unnatural 
perverseness,  their  hearts  will  ever  cleave  to  her.  They  will  not  forsake 
her  when  she  is  old.  Their  filial  kindness  will  soothe  and  solace  the  infir¬ 
mities  and  decays  of  her  age  ;  and  when  she  is  called  ‘‘  to  put  off  the  mor¬ 
tal  and  put  on  the  immortal  clothing,’*  the  genuine  expressions  of  their 
hearts  will  be—— W e  loved,  but  not  enough,  the  gentle  hand  that  reared  us. 
Gladly  would  we  now  recall  that  softest  friend,  a  mother,  whose  mild  con^ 
verse  and  faithful  counsel  we  in  vain  regi'et.”* 


*  An  American  Epitaph. 
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FOR  THE  EVANGELICAL  REPOSITORY. 

Philadelphia  Union  Society. 

ON  the  last  Thursday  of  April,  I  attended  a  quarterly  examination  of 
the  school,  under  the  care  of  the  Union  Society,  of  this  city.  The  members 
of  the  society  and  several  visiters  were  present.  The  first  thing  I  observed, 
that  struck  me  with  great  interest,  was  a  group  of  forty  pretty,  cheerful, 
and  neat  little  girls,  arranged  in  handsome  order,  beginning  with  the  junior 
and  ascending  to  the  senior  classes,  all  ready  for  examination. 

The  recitations  were  highly  creditable  to  the  abilities  and  industry  of  the 
preceptress,  and  the  neat  appearance  and  excellent  deportment  of  the  pupils, 
honourable  to  the  government  of  the  institution. 

The  school  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  charitable  institutions  in  the 
city.  The  course  of  instruction  is  calculated  to  make  a  useful  and  per¬ 
manent  impression  on  the  moral  and  religious  characters  of  those  select¬ 
ed  to  enjoy  its  benefits.  The  elements  of  reading,  writing,  and  cyphering 
are  taught  the  pupils,  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  qualify  them  to  take  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  grade  in  society,  when  they  shall  enter  on  the  stage  of  life.  At 
the  same  time,  every  pains  are  taken  to  inculcate  on  their  tender  minds,  by 
precepts  and  examples,  the  most  pure,  moral,  and  religious  principles.  Al¬ 
though' the  favoured  children,  for  surely  their  lots  are  cast  in  pleasant  places, 
have  not  been  born  of  opulent  parents,  refined  by  education,  and  elevated 
by  the  partialities  or  preference  of  society  ;  yet,  while  under  the  tuition  and 
care  of  their  present  benevolent  and  amiable  friends,  they  have  many  of  the 
substantial  benefits  and  opportunities  which  belong  to  those  born  and  raised 
in  more  fortunate  circumstances.  They  not  only  enjoy  the  daily  society  and 
instruttion  of  a  judicious  lady,  appointed  to  teach  them  in  school,  but  they 
enjoy  the  society,  conversation,  exhortation,  example,  and  sympathy  of  ma¬ 
ny  ladies  of  rank  and  character,  who  foster  their  minds  and  tastes,  by  the  ex¬ 
ertion  and  influence  of  their  attainments  and  accoinplishments.  When 
these  children  shall  enter  society,  instead  of  proceeding  from  the  miserable 
hovels  of  penury  and  ignorance,  they  will  be  ushered  forth  with  expanded 
and  cultivated  minds,  and  chastened  taste — fortified  by  religious  principles, 
and  regulated  by  the  emotions  of  piety. 

Some  will  perhaps  object,  that  such  an  education  is  calculated  to  raise 
expectations  above  the  sphere  of  life  to  which  the  children  arc  destined,  and 
to  subject  them  to  disappointment  and  ultimate  debasement.  This  objec¬ 
tion  is  completely  met  by  the  foresight  and  judgment  of  the  generous  friends, 
to  whose  munificent  contributions  and  instructions  they  arc  so  greatly  debt¬ 
ors.  The  girls  of  the  school,  from  the  time  they  are  admitted,  are  taught 
by  practical  lessons,  the  necessity  and  usefulness  of  industry  and  labour. 
They  learn  the  use  of  their  needle,  and,  at  proper  seasons,  are  employed  in 
making  up  clothing  for  themselves,  and  the  families  with  which  they  are  con¬ 
nected.  They  are  compelled  to  cherish  a  respect  to  the  cleanliness  of  their 
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persons  and  dress,  which  employs  most  or  them^  trom. necessity,  in  such  a 
manner  as  will  qualify  them,  when  they  grow  up,  to  perform  their  duty  to 
themselves  and  others.  While  this  wholesome  process,  in  forming  correct 
habits  and  inculcating  suitable  qualifications,  is  maintained,  they  are  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  want  correspondent  admonition  to  direct  and  regulate  their  ambi¬ 
tion  and  expectations.  The  objection  is,  therefore,  fully  refuted. 

When  the  recitations  were  concluded,  and  specimens  in  writing,  substan¬ 
tial  and  ornamental  work  exhibited,  both  of  which  justly  excited  admiration 
and  elicited  praise,  the  whole  school,  like  a  well-disciplined  choir,  sung 
an  appropriate  hymn.  Premiums  were  then  distributed  to  those  who  had 


Holy  League. 

BELOW  will  be  found  an  interesting  Treaty  entered  into  between  the  em¬ 
perors  of  Russia  and  Austria,  and  the  king  of  Prussia.  After  expressing 
a  deep  sense  of  their  dependence  upon  God,  they  stipulate  that  in  their  fu¬ 
ture  conduct  towards  each  other,  and  towards  other  nations,  they  will  be  go¬ 
verned  solely  by  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion  :  and  that  they  will 
hereafter  consider  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia,  as  constituting  one  Christian 
hatiom  They  solemnly  avow  the  Bible  to  be  the  proper  rule  for  the  con¬ 
duct  of  nations  as  well  as  individuals  ;  and  they  publicly  invite  all  nations 
who  are  willing  to  acknowledge  these  principles,  to  join  them  in  holy 
alliance. 

We  regard  this  Treaty  as  forming  an  important  3era  in  the  history  of  go¬ 
vernment.  The  spirit  which  it  breathes,  if  universally^felt  and  acted  upon, 
would  convert  the  world  into  a  paradise.  If  wo  had  been  merely  informed, 
that  the  principles  which  this  document  inculcates,  were  the  private  opinion 


1  he  Union  Society  has  been  incorporated,  has  already  received  several  respectable 
idons  and  legacies,  and  is  in  tlie  receipt  of  a  neat  revenue  from  the  annual  subscrip- 
i  of  its  own  members.  This  Society  is  select ;  and  in  point  of  character,  from  the 
ling  and  worth  of  the  individuals  who  compose  it,  is  excelled  by  no  institution  in 
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df  thd  fhred  sovereigns,  it  would  have  been  a  subject  of  jof.  We  should 
have  anticipated  the  happiest  effects  on  the  nations  over  whom  they  .rule. 
But  when  they  assume  the  form  and  solemnity  of  a  Treaty  ;  and  are  pub¬ 
licly  promulgated  to  the  world,  as  a  foundation  of  future  policy  ;  when  they 
are  accompanied,  as  they  have  been  in  the  case  of  Russia,  and  of  Prussia, 
by  the  active  exertions  of  the  sovereigns  themselves,  in  facilitating  the  gene¬ 
ral  distribution  of  the  Bible  ;  the  subject  assumes  a  shape  which  will  arrest 
the  attention  of  the  politician,  and  must  have  an  important  bearing  upon  the 
future  happiness  of  the  world. 

If  We  Would  understand  the  whole  importance  of  this  subject,  however 
we  must  remember,  that  the  population  of  the  three  nations  united  in  tliis 
alliance,  is  between  one  third  and  one  half  of  the  whole  of  Europe.— It 
should  be  remembered  also,  that  in  Great  Britain,  whose  colonies  aiid  com> 
mercial  connexions  extend  to  every  part  of  the  globe,  societies  are  formed 
in  strict  accordance  with  the  principles  of  this  Treaty,  and  are  improving 
all  the  faculties  of  commercial  intercourse  to  extend  them  through  the 
world.  In  our  own  country  similar  Associations  are  formed,  and  their 
numbers'  and  influence  are  every  day  increasing.  -  It  is  certainly  remarkable 
that  Russia,  Great  Britain  and  the  U.  States,  three  countries  which,  from 
the  wide  extent  of  their  dominions,  from  their  commercial  cities,-  from  their 
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Unparalleled  growth  in  wealth  and  population,  and  from  the  peculiar  enter¬ 
prising  character  of  their  people,  exert  so  commanding  an  influence  upon 
the  affairs  of  the  human  race,  should  be  thus  cordially  and  zealously  united 
in  promoting  the  principles  of  Christianity.  The  course  of  events  for  the 
last  ten  or  twelve  years  has  strongly  tended  towards  a  happy  revolution  in 
the  principles  which  regulate  the  conduct  of  nations  as  well  as  individuals. 
The  wide  distribution  of  the  Bible  by  means  of  Bible  and  Missionary  Soci¬ 
eties  ;  the  late  iniprovements  in  education  which  have  so  greatly  facilitated 
the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  ;  the  efforts  which  are  making  to  increase 
the  number  of  able  Christian  teachers ;  and  the  commanding  attitude  in 
which  the  late  struggle  in  Europe  left  those  nations  which  were  most  zea¬ 
lously  engaged  in  this  cause,  were  events  of  no  common  character,  and  in¬ 
dicated  to  the  reflecting  mind  great  and  happy  effects.  But  the  Treaty, 
upon  which  we  are  commenting,  evinces  a  maturity  in  the  feelings  of  Eu¬ 
ropeans  upon  this  subject,  which  we  did  not  expect;  and  which  we  believe, 
the  most  sanguine  calculators  anticipated  only  after  the  lapse  of  many  years. 

The  religious  mind  dwells  with  rapture  at  beholding  the  advancement  of 
the  cause  of  righteousness,  and  witnesses,  with  delight,  every  effort  to  pro¬ 
mote  God’s  glory.  The  pious  patriot  exults  to  see  the  hand  of  Omnipo¬ 
tence  acknowledged  by  his  earthly  sovereign,  in  the  direction  of  that  go- 
Terniticnt  to  which  he  looks  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  his  liberty 
and  life.  He  relies  upon  an  Almighty  Arm  for  success  and  salvation.  On 
every  object  around  him  infinite  wisdom  shines  conspicuous;  and  in  everv 
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By  the  Grace  of  Gody  TVe^  jllexander  the  Firsts  Emfieror  and  Autocrat 
of  all  the  Bussiasy  is^c,  hereby  make  known^^ 

As  we  have  seen  from  experience  and  from  the  unhappy  consequences 
that  have  resulted  to  the  whole  world,  that  the  course  of  the  political  re¬ 
lations  in  Europe  between  the  powers  has  not  been  founded  on  those  true 
principles  upon  which  the  wisdom  of  God  in  his  revelations  has  founded  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  ail  nations — 

We  have  consequently,  in  conjunction  with  their  Majesties  the  Empe¬ 
ror  of  Austria,  Francis  the  First,  and  the  King  of  Prussia,  Frederic  Wil¬ 
liam,  proceeded  to  form  an  alliance  between  us  (to  which  the  other  Chris¬ 
tian  powers  are  invited  to  accede)  in  which  we  reciprocally  engage,  both 
between  ourselves  and  in  respect  to  our  subjects,  to  adopt,  as  the  sole 
means  to  attain  this  end,  the  principle ’drawn  from  the  words  and  doctrine  of 
our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  preaches  not  to  live  in  enmity  and  hatred, 
^t  in  peace  and  love.  We  hope  and  implore  the  blessing  of  the  Most 
High:  may  this  sacred  union  be  confirmed  between  all  the  powers  for  their 
general*  good,*  and  (deterred  by  the  union  of  all  the  rest,)  mav  no  one  dare 
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to  fall  from  it.  We  accordingly  subjoin  a  copy  of  this  union^  ordering  it  to 
be  made  generally  known  and  read  in  all  the  churches. 

St.  Petersburgh,  on  the  day  of  the  birth  of  our  Saviour,  25th  Dec.  1815. 

“  The  original  is  signed  by  his  Imperial  Majesty^s  own  hand. 

ALEXANDER.” 

TREATY. 

In  the  name  of  the  Holy  and  Indivisible  Trinity, 

Their  Majesties,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  in  consequence  of  the  great  events  which  have  dis¬ 
tinguished,  in  Europe,  the  course  of  the  three  last  years,  and  especially  of 
the  blessings  which  it  has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  shed  upon  those 
states,  whose  governments  have  placed  their  confidence  and  their  hope  in  it 
alone  ;  having  acquired  the  thorough  conviction,  that  it  is  necessary  for  en¬ 
suring  their  continuance,  that  the  several  powers,  in  their  mutual  relations, 
adopt  the  sublime  truths  which  are  pointed  out  to  us  by  the  eternal  religion 
of  the  Saviour  God  ; 

Declare  solemnly,  that  the  present  act  has  no  other  object  than  to  show 
in  the  face  of  the  universe  their  unwavering  determination  to  adopt  for  the 
only  rule  of  their  conduct,  both  in  the  administration  of  their  respective 
states,  and  in  their  political  relations  with  every  other  government,  the 
precepts  of  this  holy  religion,  the  precepts  of  justice,  of  charity  and  of 
peace  ;  which,  far  from  being  solely  applicable  to  private  life,  ought,  on  the 
contrary,  directly  to  influence  the  resolution  of  princes,  and  to  guide  all 
their  undertakings,  as  being  the  only  means  of  giving  stability  to  human  in¬ 
stitutions,  and  of  remedying  their  imperfections. 

Their  majesties  have  therefore  agreed  to  the  following  articles  : 

Art.  I.  In  conformity  to  the  words  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  com¬ 
mand  all  men  to  regard  one  another  as  brethren,  the  three  contracting 
monarchs  will  remain  united  by  the  bonds  of  a  true  and  indissoluble  frater¬ 
nity  ;  and  considering  each  other  as  copatriots,  they  will  lend  one  another, 
on  every  occasion,  and  in  every  place,  assistance,  aid,  and  support;  and 
regarding  their  subjects  and  armies,  as  the  fathers  of  their  families,’  they 
will  govern  them  in  the  spirit  of  fraternity  with  which  they  are  animated,  for 
the  protection  of  religion,  peace  and  justice.  ' 

Art.  II.  Therefore  the  only  governing  principle  between  ihe  above  men¬ 
tioned  governments  and  their  subjects,  shall  be  that  of  rendering  reciprocal 
services,  of  testifying,  by  an  unalterable  beneficence,  the  mutual  affection 
with  which  they  ought  to  be  animated :  of  considering  all  as  only  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Christian  nation,  the  three  allied  princes  looking  upon  them¬ 
selves  as  delegated  by  Providence  to  govern  three  branches  of  the  same 
family,  to  wit,  Austri^i,  Prussia  and  Russia ;  confessing  likewise,  that  the 
Christian  nation  of  which  they  and  their  people  form  a  part,  have  really  no 
other  sovereign  than  Him,  to  whom  alone  power  belongs  of  right,  because 
in  Him  alone  are  found  all  the  treasures  of  love,  of  science,  and  of  wisdom  ; 
that  is  to  say,  God,  our  divine  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  the  Word  of  the  Most 
High,  the  Word  of  Life.  Their  majesties  therefore  recommend,  with  the 
most  tender  solicitude,  to  their  people,  as  the  only  means  of  enjoying  that 
peace  which  springs  from  a  good  conscience,  and  which  alone  is  durable, 
to  fortify  themselves  every  day  more  and  more  in  the  principles  and  exercise 
of  the  duties  that  the  Divine  Saviour  has  pointed  out  to  us. 

Art.  III.  All  powers  that  wish  solemnly  to  profess  the  sacred  principles 
which  hare  dictated  this  act,  and  who  shall  acknowledge  how  important  it 


s 


jm^cellcfntoua  and  Religious  Jntefligemf. 


Is  |o  the  h?ipp|ness  of  na^ons,  too  long  disturbed,  ttu^  these  truths 
henceforth  exercise  upon  human  destinies,  all  the  influence  which  belongs 
to  them,  shall  be  received  with  ae  much  readiness  as  aflection,  -into  this 
holy  alliance, 

Made  tripartite,  and  signed  at  Paris,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1815,  on 
the  14th' (2  6)  September. 

FRANCIS, 

FREDERICK  WILLIAM, 

ALEXANDER. 

r  •  .  ♦ 


A  true  copy  of  the  original. 


ALEXANDER. 

* 


St.  Petersburgh,  the  day  of  the  birth  of  our  Saviour,  the  25th  Dec.  1815. 


Ukase  of  his  Majesty  the  Emfieror  to  the  Senate} 

Seing  returned,  after  a  happy  conclusion  of  the  external  affairs  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  to  the  empire  which  God  has  entrusted  to  us,  we  have  been  informed 
by  several  complaints  and  reports,  of  the  following  circumstances ; 

The  religious  order  of  the  Jesuits  of  the  Roman  catholic  church  has  been 
abolished  by  a  bull  of  the  Pope.  In  consequence  of  this  measure,  the  Jesuits 
were  expelled  not  only  from  the  states  of  the  church,  but  from  all  other 
countries ;  they  were  not  permitted  to  remain  any  where.  Russia  alone, 
constantly  guided  by  sentiments  of  humanity  and  toleration,  retained  them 
in  her  territory,  gave  them  an  asylum,  and  ensured  them  tranquillity  under 
her  powerful  protection.  She  did  not  oppose  any  obstacle  to  the  free  ex¬ 
ercise  of  their  worship  :  she  did  not  deter  them  from  it  either  by  force,  by 
persuasion,  or  seduction  ;  but  in  return  she  thought  she  might  expect  from 
them  fidelity,  attachment  and  utility.  In  this  love  they  were  permitted  to 
devote  themselves  to  the  education  and  instruction  of  youth.  Fathers  and 
mothers  entrusted  to  them  their  children  without  fear,  to  teach  them  the 
sciences  and  to  form  their  manners.  It  is  now  proved  that  they  have  not 
fulfilled  the  duties  which  gratitude  imposed  on  them,  that  they  have  not 
kept  themselves  -in  that  humility  which  the  Christian  religion  commands, 
and  that,  instead  of  remaining  peaceable  inhabitants  in  a  foreign  country, 
they  have  endeavoured  to  trouble  the  Greek  religion,  which  from  the  remot¬ 
est  times,  has  been  the  predominant  religion  of  the  empire,  and  on  which, 
as  on  an  immoveable  rock,  repose  the  tranquillity  and  the  happiness  of  the 
nations  subject  to  our  sceptre.  They  have  begun  first  by  abusing  the  confi¬ 
dence  which  they  have  gained  ;  they  have  turned  aside  from  our  worship 
the  young  people  who  had  been  entrusted  to  them,  and  some  women  of 
weak  and  inconsiderate  minds,  and  have  drawn  them  to  their  church. 

To  induce  a  man  to  abjure  his  faith,  the  faith  of  his  ancestors^to  extin¬ 
guish  in  him  the  love  of  those  who  profess  the  same  worship — to  render 
him  a  stranger  to  his  country — to  sow' discord  and  animosity  in  families,  to 
detach  the  brother  from  the  brother,  the  son  from  the  father,  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  from  the  mother — to  excite  divisions  among  the  children  of  the  same 
church— —is  this  the  voice  and  will  of  God,  and  his  divine  Son  Jesus  Christ 
our  Saviour,  who  shed  for  us  his  most  pure  blood  that  we  might  live  a 
peaceful  and  tranquil  life,  in  all  sort  of  piety  and  honesty  ?** — After  such  ac¬ 
tions,  we  are  no  longer  surprised  that  the  Order  of  these  Monks,  has  been 
I  v>mov^  from  all  countries,  and  no  where  tolerated.  In  fact,  what  state 
can  suffer  in  its  bosom  those  who  spread  in  it  hate  and  disorder  ?  Constantly 
occupied  in  watching  over  the  welfare  of  our  faithful  subjects,  and  consider- 
^  ing  u  as  a  wise  and  sacred  duty  to  stop  the  evil  in  its  origin,  that  it  may  not 
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gvoyrtQ  maturity  apd  piwluc?  bittpr  frijitf^We  have,  in  consequence,  re¬ 
solved  to  ordfiin': 

1.  Tb^  the  catholic  church  which  is  here,  be  again  re-established  upon 
the  footing  in  which  it  was  during  the  reign  of  our  grandmother  of  glorious 
memory,  the  empress  Catharine  II,  and  till  the  year  1800. 

2.  To  make  all  the  monks  of  the  order  of  the  Jesuits,  immediately  quit 
St.  Petersburgh. 

4.  To  forbid  them  to  enter  our  two  capitals. 

We  have  given  particular  order,  to  our  ministers  of  police  institution, 
for  the  prompt  execution  of  this  determination,  and  for  all  that  concerns  the 
house  and  institution  hitherto  occupied  by  the  Jesuits.  At  the  same  time, 
and  that  there  may  be  no  interruption  in  the  divine  services,  we  have  order¬ 
ed  the  metropolitan  of  the  Roman  catholic  church,  to  cause  the  Jesuits  to  be 
replaced  by  priests  of  the  same  religion  who  are  now  here,  till  the  arrival  of 
monks  of  another  catholic  order,  whom  we  have  sent  for  for  that  purpose. 
December  20,  1815. 

The  original  is  signed, 

ALEXANDER. 

(A  true  copy) 

The  director  of  the  department, 

SOURGUINOFF. 


Religious  Tracts, 

The  following  is  a  neat  address  to  Christians,  recommending  the  distribution* 

of  cheap  Religious  Tracts,  by  the  Hartford  Evangelical  Tract  Society:-^ 

When  Jesus  was  on  the  earth  he  went  about  doing  gopd.  Can  he  claim 
the  name  of  a  disciple  who  does  not  imitate  the  example  of  the  master  i 
Are  we  not  in  this  respect  peculiarly  called  on  to  have  the  same  mind  in  us, 
which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus  ?  A  spirit  of  active  benevolence  is  one  of 
the  distinguishing  features  of  Christianity.  T/iou  s/ialt  love  thy  neighbour 
as  thyself^  is  a  precept  enjoined  by  the  authority  and  illustrated  and  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the  example  of  the  Redeemer,  with  an  energy  which  nothing  but  the 
blindness  and  obduracy  of  human  depravity  could  resist. 

Where  the  gospel  has  its  full  influence,  it  calls  forth  into  exertion  all  the 
powers  of  the  soul ;  and  produces  the  most  tender  concern  for  the  happiness 
of  mankind.  This  concern  does  not  evaporate  in  unavailing  pity;  but 
rouses  to  action,  and  girding  itself  for  service,  inquires.  What  can  be  done 
towards  banishing  human  misery,  and  making  man'  happy  ?  While  the 
temporal  necessities  of  the  poor  and  afflicted  are  affectionately  inquired  in^ 
to  and  relieved,  the  Christian,  enlightened  from  above  to  view  the  stote  of 
inan,  as  an  inimortal  being,  is  most  concerned  for  the  salvation  of  the  soul, 
and  his  eternal  blessedness.  This  is  the  grand  object  he  is  called  to  pursuq 
with  sevenfold  ardour  ;  and  it  is  an  object  so  vast,  that  if  we  saw  all  its  ex^ 
cellence  and  all  its  importance,  it  would  cover  us  with  shame  and  confusioq 
for  pur  past  negligence,  and  pierce  us  to  the  heart  to  recollect  so  many 
precious  opportunities  of  usefulness,  \yhich  now,  alas!  are  irrecoverably 
lost.  Whatever  may  be  said  as  to  past  negligence,  let  it  now  appear  that 
we  are  busied  in  discovering  every  way  of  jiccess  for  divine  truth  into  the 
human  heart ;  and  that  we  are  resolved  to  employ  every  means  we  can 
think  of  as  conducive  to  that  end. 

Among  many  others,  none  of  which  should  be  neglected,  there  is  one 


Miscellaneous  and  Religious  Intelligence. 

lYxcrits  peculiar  noticibj  find  whicli  wc  would  c&rncstly  recommend  to 
the  serious  attention  of  the  disciples  of  Jesus,  as  calculated  to  be  of  eminent 
and  extensive  benefit ;  namely,  the  distribution  of  Religious  Tracts. 


^  Hafijiy  effects  resulting  from  the  distribution  of  Religious  Tracts 

Mr.  Murtheim,  a  Jew,  and  an  eminent  merchant,  who  has  four  compting 
houses  in  the  Mediterrannean :  one  on  the  coast  of  Barbary;  another  at 
Smyrna ;  a  third  at  Sandaroon,  in  the  Levant ;  and  a  fourth  at  Malta ;  in 
each  of  which  he  employs  at  least  twenty  clerks,  ascribes  his  conversion  to 
Christianity,  to  the  blessings  of  God  upon  one  of  the  Tracts  (translated  into 
Italian)  published  by  the  London  Society  for  promoting  Christianity  among 
the  Jews.  The  last  intelligence  of  this  believer  in  Jesus,  states,  that  he  is 
actively  employed  in  endeavouring  to  extend  to  others  those  blessings  which 
he  himself  has  received.  One  of  his  converts,  Mr.  Cham,  a  Jew  of  Barbary 
observes,  that  if  all  were  known  that  Mr.  M.  had  done  to  spread  know 
ledge  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  would  be  considered  almost 
equal  to  one  of  the  Apostles.’* 

Extracts  from  the  Reports  of  the  London  Religious  Tract  Society. 

From,  a  respectable  Clergyman  in  Ireland^  who^  having  been  supplied 
this  Society y  employs  a  youth  of  singular  manners.^  but  decided  piety ^  to 
itinerate  among  the  Roman  Catholicks  with  Religious  Tracts^  dated 
February  8M,  1811. 

“My  Tract  boy  set  out  yesterday  on  his  travels,  with  his  basket  well 
filled  with  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  chosen  Tracts.  It  will  amuse  you 
to  hear  that  his  favourite  place  is  a  Fair — where,  as  soon  as  he  hears  a  bal¬ 
lad  singer  proclaiming  his  vile  and  corrupt  trash,  he  approaches  the  crowd, 
and  loudly  declares  the  falsehood  of  what  he  says  ;  and  then  reads  some  in¬ 
teresting  account  of  a  sudden  death,  or  the  conversion  of  a  notorious  sinner. 
The  simplicity  of  his  manners,  and  the  confidence  of  truth,  which  is  evident 
in  his  whole  conduct,  gain  him  many  purchasers.  Those  who  come  with 
their  halfpence  to  buy  the  vicious  songs,  prefer  the  Tracts  of  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  boy.  Here  indeed,  are  the  weak  things  of  the  world  raised  up  to 
Confound  the  wise  !” 


From  a  student  residmg  in  a  sea-port. 

“  Gosport,  May  3,  181 1. 

“  Wishing  to  encourage  your  Society  in  the  noble  work  of  doing  good,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  stating  a  few  facts,  which  have  come  under  my  notice, 
relative  to  the  distribution  of  religious  Tracts. 

“  About  six  years  ago,  a  young  man  in  Scotland  received  a  Tract  as  he 
was  going  to  work,  which  proved  the  means  of  his  conversion.  The  Tract 
was  entitled  “  A  Dialogue  on  Regeneration.”  The  young  man  is  now  an 
eminently  devoted  disciple  of  Christ,  and  has  proved  by  a  "holy  conversation 
for  six  years,  that  this  Tract  was  the  power  of  God  unto  his  salvation.  This 
instance  of  real  good  resulting  from  your  Tracts,  I  deferred  mentioning  un¬ 
til  I  had  the  clearest  evidence  of  what  I  had  stated.  May  God  accompany  . 
every  1  ract  distributed  with  the  like  power. 

“  During  the  past  year,  I  have  distributed  about  40,000  Tracts  in  English, 
furnished  by  an  individual  residing  in  London,  300,000  of  which  were  of  the 
publications  of  your  societv.” 


! 
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From  a  minister  at  a  sea^fiort  in  Cornwall. 

Some  time  ago  I  ventured  to  reprove  two  naval  officers,  who  >vere 
swearing  in  the  most  horrid  manner  ;  the  report  excited  such  indignation, 
that  I  thought  it  prudent  to  retire  ;  but  fearing  that  a  prejudice  against  reli¬ 
gious  persons  might  remain  on  their  minds,  I  sent  them  some  Tracts,  with 
No.  30,  (on  the  third  commandment)  uppermost ;  and  requested  by  let¬ 
ter,  that  they  would  accept  of  the  excellent  lines  on  this  Tract  as  my  apology 
for  reproving  them.  Under  the  blessing  of  God,  these  little  messengers  of 
mercy  accomplished  more  than  all  my  arguments  ;  for  the  next  morning  I 
received  a  very  handsome  note,  apologizing  for  their  rudeness,  and  thanking 
me  for  the  reproof  and  for  the  present  of  the  little  books ;  the  same  day  I 
went  on  board  the  ship,  and  was  received  with  every  possible  attention,  and 
left  several  Tracts  for  the  ship’s  company.” 


Extract  from  the  fourteenth  Report  of  the  London  Religious  Tract 

Society. 
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We  rejoice  in  reflecting  that  the  interests  of  society  have  been  promoted. 
Children  have  learned  obedience,  and  parents  have  been  admonished  to  bring 
up  their  children  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord*  Masters  and 
servants  have  been  instructed  in  their  appropriate  duties.  Neighbours  have 
been  induced  to  love  and  serve  one  another.  Swearers  have  been  rebuked  ; 
the  promoters  of  filthy  conversation  have  been  put  to  shame  ;  Sabbath¬ 
breaking  has  been  exchanged  in  some  instances  for  a  decent  attendance  on 
divine  ordinances.  Many  have  been  restrained,  and  many  have  been  re¬ 
formed,  who,  perhaps,  have  not  yet  been  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their 
minds. 

‘‘  But,  if  only  one  thoughtless  sinner  has  been  brought  to  consider  his  ways, 
and  turn  his  feet  to  God’s  testimonies ;  if  only  one  weeping  penitent  has 
been  led  by  our  pages  to  behold  the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh  away  the  sin 
of  the  world,  our  labour  has  been  well  bestowed.  To  gain  one  soul,  is  it 
not  more  than  an  empire  or  a  world  ?  To  teach  children  to  sing‘‘  Hosanna 
to  the  Son  of  David,”  to  bring  back  wandering  sheep  to  the  fold  of  Christ, 
to  persuade  prodigals  to  return'  to  their  Father’s  house  ;  surely,  if  angels 
were  to  become  incarnate,  and  to  dwell  with  us,  this  would  be  their  fevourite 
employment. 

The  benefits  of  this  institution,  however,  are  not  confined  to  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  individual  sinners ;  they  have  flown  abundantly  into  the  Christian 
church.  It  cannot  be  fully  known  till  the  great  day  shaL  declare  it,  how 
many  have  experienced,  by  these  means,  the  revival  of  good  impressions 
that  had  been  impaired ;  how  many  have  had  their  good  resolutions  con¬ 
firmed  and  invigorated ;  how  many  have  beea  provoked  to  love  and  good 
works ;  how  many  have  been  effectually  warned  by  them  against  par¬ 
ticular  sins,  assisted  in  the  discharge  of  particular  duties,  and  relieved  under 
the  pressure  of  particular  evils.” 


Transmitted  by  the  Auxiliary  Tract  Society  at  Colchester. 

May  8,  1813. 

A  female  servant  having  heard  one  of  the  children  read  the  Tract  enti¬ 
tled  The  Dairyman’s  Daughter,”  became  exceedingly  interested  in  the  nar¬ 
rative  ;  and  from  that  time  was  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  her  sinful 
condition  in  the  sight  of  God.  She  for  some  time  continued  in  a  state  of 
great  distress  ;  and  during  this,  she  went.on  a  visit  to  her  friends,  a  few  miles 
from  her  master’s  residence  ^  and  here  she  could  do  no  otHerw’ise  than  tnani- 
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fest  the  concern  for  her  soal  which  thU  T ract,  under  the  blessing  of  God, 
laid  been  instrumental  in  producing.  When  the  hour  returned  at  which 
her  master  was  wont  to  call  his  family  together,  for  evening  devotion,  she 
much  regretted  her  absence^  and  sought  an  opportunity  for  prayer ;  but  the 
posture  of  worship  she  was  not  permitted  to  assume,  and  she  was  much  in 
terrupted  and  ridiculed  by  her  ungodly  relatives.  Her  sensibility  to  eter 
nal  things  was,  for  a  short  time,  somewhat  blunted ;  but  returning  to  her 
Service,  she  thought  much  on  what  had  passed  )  her  convictions  of  sin  and 
danger  were  strengthened,  and ,  she  was  continually  haunted  by  dreadful 
forebodings  and  fears ;  to  use  her  own  words  “  every  thing  she  done  was 
wrong.”  Her  master  and  mistress  felt  deeply  interested  for  her  welfare, 
and  took  pains,  by  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  such  other  books  as 
they  thought  suitable,  to  afford  her  instruction  and  consolation.  Her  mind, 
under  the  blessing  of  God,  was  gradually  relieved :  and,  suffice  it  to  say, 
that  although  before,  like  the  “  Dairyman’s  Daughter,”  she  was  “  all  for  the 
world,  for  pleasure,  and  for  dress,”  she  now  loves  her  Bible,  seeks  soli¬ 
tude,  and  enjoys  prayer.  It  may  be  proper  to  say,  that  she  expresses  great 
esteem  for  “  The  Dairyman’s  Daughter and,  next  to  her  Bible,  loves 
that  Tract  above  all  books,  as  that  which  she  accounts  the  means  of  her  con 
version  to  God. 

•  Her  master  and  mistress  now  rejoice  in  having  a  faithful  and  good  ser 
vant;  and,  to  use  her  master’s  words,  “  She  is  now  in  a  comfortable  state  of 
mind,  and,  I  believe,  a  true  follower  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  L^ . ,  to  the  Committee. 

Gentlemen,  . 

“I  feel  much  obliged  for  your  grant  of  three  hundred  Tracts.  I  have  dis¬ 
tributed  the  whole  of  them  myself,  going  from  house  to  house ;  and  availing 
myself  of  the  introduction  they  have  afforded  me,  I  have  accompanied  the 
gift  with  a  word  of  exhortation. 

“  I  have  found  that  the  distribution  of  your  Society’s  Tracts  has  been  pe¬ 
culiarly  blessed ;  several  instances  occurring  which  have  led  me  to  hope 
that  souls  have  been  effectually  called  from  darkness  to  light — from  sin 
to  holiness,  by  their  means.  One  man,  who  was  a  notorious  drunkard,  I 
trust  has  been  reclaimed ;  he  iittends  the  chapel  constantly ;  his  wife 
blessing  God  that  I  had  called  on  him.  A  sick  man,  who  had  not  at¬ 
tended  any  place  of  worship,  appears  to  be  truly  anxious  about  his  soul. 
Numbers  are  brought  under  the  sound  of  the  Gospel,  who  never  before 
attended :  and  many  are  asking  the  way  to  Zion,  I  trust,  with  their  faces 
thitherward. 

“  After  leaving  a  Tract,  I  frequently  am  requested  to  call  again,  that 
they  may  inquire  the  way  of  life  more  fully ;  and  as  these  applications 
are  daily  becoming  more  numerous,  in  proportion  as  I  am  enabled  to  dis¬ 
seminate  the  T racts,  I  have  established  a  meeting  at  the  V estry,  to  which 
I  invite  all  who  are  anxious  to  learn  the  way  of  salvation,  to  attend:  and 
I  then  propose  questions  to  them,  and  endeavour  to  assist  them  in  this 
important  concern,  by  a  familiar  conversation. 

“  Could  I  be  furnished  with  the  means,  I  wish  to  leave  no  house  in 
W - without  a  religious  Tract  in  it;  and  I  should  feel  highly  obli¬ 

gated  to  you  if  you  could  aid  me  \vith  a  further  supply.  'If  I  had  them, 
a  thousand  Tracts  could  be  immediately  circulated  in  this  pla<!t  r  and  I 
know  not  any  spot  where  exertions  are  more  needed,  or  the  people  more 
generally  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge.- 

‘‘  I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself,  with  much  resect,  your  obliged  friend 
and  servant,  ij  ‘ 
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Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia, 

On  .Wednesday,  the  1st  of  May,  1816,  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia 
held  its  eighth  anniversary  meeting,  in  the  second  Presbyterian  Church  on 
Arch-street,  and  received  the  following  very  highly  interesting  and  satis¬ 
factory  report  from  the  board  of  managers. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Bishop  White,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  society  ;  after  which,  the  report  was  read  by  him,  to  a  large  lis¬ 
tening  assembly,  composed,  generally,  of  members  of  the  many  benevolent 
societies  in  this  city  and  its  vicinity,  for  the  promotion  of  Christianity, 
and  the  diffusion  of  moral  and  religious  instruction.  The  report  having 
been  read,  the  assembly  was  entertained  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Green,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Princeton  college,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brodhead,  in  very  appro¬ 
priate  and  eloquent  discourses,  calculated  to  encourage  perseverance  in 
all  engaged  already  in  the  great  business  of  disseminating  the  holy  scrip¬ 
tures,  and  to  enlist  the  affections  and  exertions  of  new  auxiliaries  in  the 
great  cause  of  truth  and  happiness.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  interesting 
exercises  of  the  evening,  a  collection  was  taken  up  in  aid  of  the  funds 
of  the  society. 

REPORT. 

THE  managers  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia,  have  great  satisfaction  in  once 
more  meeting  their  fellow  members,  to  communicate  their  continued  progress  in  tlie 
interesting  work  committed  to  their  charge. 

Their  gratification  on  this  occasion  is  enhanced  by  the  pleasing  reflection,  that  whilst 
they  are  happily  exempted  from  the  necessity  of  noticing  any  incident  of  a  discouraging 
aspect  in  the  occurrences  4)f  the  past  year,  they  have  it  in  their  power,  through  the 
blessing  of  divine  providence  on  their  endeavours,  to  exhibit  many  facts  calculated  to 
animate  the  hearts,  anJ  increase  the  exertions,  of  all  who  love  the  ineslimablj  volume 
of  revelation,  and  dcsii*e  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  and  advance  the  kingdom  of  the 
Redeemer. 

Since  the  last  report,  there  have  been  printed  frt)m  the  stereotype  press  of  this  soci¬ 
ety,  nine  editions  of  the  Bible,  amounting  to  17,000  copies,  and  an  edition  of  2,500  New 
'lestamen^s,  whicli,  added  to  the  number  heretofore  reported,  constitute  an  aggregate 
of  55,625  Bibles  and  Testaments,  issued  from  this  press  since  the  commencement  of  its 
operations  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1813.  The  gratuitous  distribution  of  Bibles  and  Tes¬ 
taments  during  the  past  year  has  been  as  follows  ; — Bibles,  1592— New  Testaments,  4042. 

la  addition  to  the  above  there  have  been  distributed  by  individual  managers  116  Eng¬ 
lish  Bibles,  45  English  New  Testaments,  7  German  Bibles,  and  49  German  New  Testa¬ 
ments,  making  the  aggi-egate  sum  of  Bibles  and  TesUments  gratuitously  distributed, 
1715  of  the  former,  and  4136  of  tlie  lattei*. 

Orders  of  sister. societies  for  supplies  at  prime  cost,  have  been  executed  as  they  oc- 
euiTcd,  to  the  full  extent  required.  A  compliance  with  tliese  demands,  connected  with 
tile  gratuitous  distribution,  has  nearly  engrossed  the  whole  number  of  Bibles  and  Testae 
meiits  published  during  .the  past  year,  as  well  as  a  considerable  stock  of  the  latter  that 
remained  on  hand  of  former  editions. 

Tlie  difficulty  of  procuring,  and  the  liigh  price  of  paper,  interposed  some  temporary 
hinderances  to  the  operations  of  the  press  ;  otherwise  the  issue  of  Bibles  would  have  been 
.greater  than  above  stated.  The  latter  circumstance  has  rendered  necessaiy  a  small  rise 
in  the  price  of  those  disposed  of  bv  sale  to  other  institutions.  If  the  pecuniary  resources 
of  the  society  should .  be  eidarged,  agreeably  to  expectation,  by  the  plans  recently  put 
into  operation,  and<to  be  here.after  noticed,  our  present  stereotype  press,  with  the  one 
expected  from  England,  will,  it  is  hoped,  prevent  any  dlfiiculty  in  promptly  supplying 
tlie  daily  increasing  demands  of  societies  and  individuals. 

Tlie  liianagers  are  persuaded  that  the  society  will  derive  satisfaction  from  the  forego* 
ing  stalemcixt,  not  only  on  account  of  tne  sanction  which  so  extensive  a  distribution  of 
the  saored  volume  affords  to  the  early  impressions  of  its  members  in  regard  to  the  ne« 
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cessity  of  Bible  institutions,  but  in  the  consolatory  reflection  that  its  endeavours,  from  a 
very  small  beginning’,  have  already  emeeged  into  such  extensive  usefulness,  and  that  the 
hope  mav  be  justly  entertained  of  the  success,  under  the  smiles  of  Heaven,  of  their  fu¬ 
ture  efforts  on  a  more  enlarged  scale. 

Amongst  the  many  predicted  advantages  of  these  associations,  the  excitement  amongst 
the  poorer  classes  of  society,  of  an  anxiety  for  such  a  portion  of  human  learning  as  would 
enable  tliem  to  read  the  sacred  scriptures,  was  one  of  no  small  importance.  This  effect 
was  soon  visible  in  the  country  in  which  Bible  societies  had  their  origin,  and  the  same 
benevolent  agents  that  reached  to  the  poor  the  sacred  directory  of  faith  and  practice, 
were  at  the  same  time  liberally  engaged  in  enabling  them  to  learn  its  value,  and  possess 
its  benefits.  We  have  seen  the  same  spirit  of  beneficence  the  attendant  of  our  opera- 
tions.  To  an  unprecedented  extent,  during  the  past  year,  individuals  of  both  sexes,  of 
every  age,  have  carried  the  zeal  for  enabling  the  poor  to  participate  in  the  pleasure  and 
profit  of  biblical  instruction.  In  every  variety  of  form,  and  especially  by  assembling  the 
children  of  the  poor  on  the  Lord’s  day,  in  our  houses  of  worship  in  the  intervals  of  public 
service,  this  amiable  charity  has  been  successfully  prosecuted.  Not  less  than  five  thou¬ 
sand  little  children  have  been  by  this  means  taken  from  our  streets,  conducted  to  the 
house  of  God,  and,  beside  being  taught  to  read  the  scriptures,  are  made  partakers  of  all 
the  benefits  of  the  stated  worship  of  the  sanctuary.  Schemes  of  adult  education  are  like- 
wise  in  a  course  of  successful  operation.  No  more  agreeable  duty  has  recently  devolved 
upon  the  managers  than  that  of  supplying  these  associations  with  the  requisite  number 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  and  they  feel  assured  that  no  part  of  their  transactions  will 
be  received  with  greater  approbation  by  the  institution  whose  conceiHis  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  to  their  charge. 

The  managers  mentioned  in  their  report  of  last  year,  their  having  printed  an  edition  of 
six  thousand  French  New  Testaments,  to  be  sent  princip'illy  to  Louisiana  and  the  adja¬ 
cent  territories,  and  their  having  confided,  for  distribution,  the  larger  portion  of  them 
to  the  Rev.  Samuel  J.  Mills  and  the  Rev.  Daniel  Smitii,  missionaries  to  that  region  from 
a  religious  society  m  New  England.  Those  gentlemen  have  executed  the  trust  confided 
to  them  with  great  attention  and  fidelity.  On  their  return  from  New  Orleans  in  May 
last,  the  managers  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  favoured  with  their  personal  attendance 
at  one  of  their  meetings,  and  with  a  full  oral  communication  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  disposed  of  the  books  transmitted  to  them.  After  returning  them  the  proper  ac¬ 
knowledgments,  the  managers  requested  them  to  prepare  a  summary  in  writing.  This 
was  immediately  done,  and  extracts  front  the  same  will  be  presented  in  an  appendix  to 
this  repoil. 

In  addition  to  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  communication  of  these  gentlemen,  of  the 
utility  and  acceptableness  of  the  measures  taken  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  the  French 
New  Testament,  it  discovered  a  new  necessity  of  a  very  urgent  and  interesting  kind,  that 
of  New  Testaments  in  the  Spanish  language,  a  language  exclusively  understood  by  a 
large  portion  of  the  population  of  Louisiana.  A  committee  was  immediately  appointed 
to  consider  and  report  in  what  manner  this  call  upon  their  Christian  sympathy  could  be 
adequately  met.  I'he  only  practicable  expedient  they  could  devise,  was  adopted ;  which 
Was  the  transmission  of  an  order  to  England  for  three  hundred  copies  of  the  Spanish 
New  Testament,  published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  to  be  forwarded 
directly  to  New  Orleans.  In  addition  to  this  supply,  that  institution,  as  the  managers 
have  been  informed  by  them,  have  with  their  accustomed  promptitude  and  liberality, 
transmitted  as  a  donation  from  themselves,  one  thousand  Spanish  New  Testaments,  five 
hundred  French  New  Testaments,  and  one  hundred  Bibles,  the  distribution  of  which  has 
been  commenced  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances. 

\Vhile  the  managers  have  great  pleasure  in  congratulating  the  society  on  the  rapid 
disappearance,  in  the  section  of  the  country  now*  referred  to,  of  a  spirit  hostile  to  the 
circulation  of  the  Scriptures  amongst  the  French  and  Spanish  population,  and  on  this 
providential  encouragement  of  the  better  disposition  that  has  succeeded,  they  regret  the 
iHcessitv  of  stating,  that  in  the  course  of  the  past  year  they  v'ere  informed  that  not  a 
Single  Bible  in  the  English  language  was  to  be  purchased  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

^  o  supp  y  t  lis  exigency,  such  a  shipment  as  tlie  number  of  copies  on  hand  admitted  w’as 
immediately  made,  together  with  some  French  New  Testaments  that  remained  on  hand, 
to  he  in  part  disjK)sed  of  by  sale,  and  the  residue  gratuitously  distributed.  In  addition 

o  e.se  measures,  the  l-a>uisiana  Society,  W’ith  a  beneficent  regard  to  the  necessities  of 
^very  class  amongst  them,  have  authorized  the  managers  to  retain  in  their  hands  apecii- 
aonution  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  remitted  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
^  PiA}  ment  fur  four  hundred  French  New  Testaments,  and  the  balance  in  English 

ofth^  pleasure  in  recording  the  liberality  of  their  sister  societies 

.  a  e  o  A  ew'  Hampshire,  and  of  Fairfield,  in  Connecticut,  in  their  donations  to 
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this  society — the  first  of  four  hundred  dollars*  to  be  invested  in  Bibles*  and  distributed 
in  the  south-western  parts  of  tlie  United  States ;  and  the  last  of  three  hundred  dollars* 
to  be  invested  in  like  manner*  and  distributed  amongst  the  most  destitute  parts  of  the 
state  of  Ohio*  and  the  territories  of  Illinois*  Missouri*  and  Indiana.  The  managers  have 
endeavoured  to  execute  the  trust  confided  to  them  agreeably  to  the  intention  of  the 
donors.' 

Having  been  informed  that  the  settlement  of  Highlanders  in  the  vicinity  of  Fayette¬ 
ville*  North  Carolina*  was  still  much  in  want  of  the  sacred  scriptures  in  the  language 
most  familiar  to  them*  the  managers  in  the  course  of  the  past  year  transmitted  to  England 
an  order  for  two  hundred  Gaelic  Bibles  for  distribution  amongst  them.  The  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society*  on  being  apprized  of  the  necessities  of  their  Scotch  brethren*  pre- 
vented  the  execution  of  this  order  by  a  grant  of  the  above  number  of  Bibles*  which  have 
been  received  and  forwarded ;  and  the  managers  have  recently  been  informed  of  a  further 
grant  of  two  hundred  Gaelic  New  Testaments*  for  a  like  destination*  which  are  daily  ex¬ 
pected  from  London. 

In  connexion  with  this  incident  it  is  proper  to  mention  that*  having  been  prevented  by 
unavoidable  circumstances  arising  out  of  the  late  convulsions  in  Europe*  from  importing 
German  Bibles  immediately  from  Germany*  and  their  supply  being  exhausted*  the  mana* 
gers  directed  three  hundred  copies  to  be  sent  from  London.  A  knowledge  of  this  cir- 
cumstance  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society*  induced  them  to  add  to  the  grant 
of  the  above-mentioned  Gaelic  Bibles*  three  hundred  German  Bibles*  and  two  hundred 
German  New  Testaments*  which  rendered  the  execution  of  their  order  unnecessary. 

Neither  has  the  liberality  of  the  London  society  towards  this  institution*  during  the 
past  year*  been  confined  to  the  donation  of  books.  The  managers  have  received  from 
them*  besides  these,  a  pecuniary  grant  of  two  hundred  pounds  sterling*  and  have  made* 
in  behalf  of  the  society*  the  proper  acknowledgments  for  these  generous  benefactions. 

In  the  report  of  last  year*  the  managers  intimated  their  intention  to  procure  a  new  set 
of  stereotype  plates  for  the  New  Testament,  with  types  of  a  larger  size  than  those  now 
used*  as  soon  as  funds  could  be  obtained  for  that  purpose.  The  anticipations  of  pecuni- 
ary  aid  towards  this  object*  have  been  more  than  realized.  Soon  after  the  last  annual 
meeting*  the  Female  Bible  Society  of  this  city  made  the  very  liberal  donation  of  one 
thousand  dollars  towards  this  object ;  and  it  is  believed  that  a  knowledge  of  its  being  in 
contemplation*  produced  the  pecuniary  grant  from  the  society  in  London*  already  noti¬ 
ced.  The  Auxiliaiy  Bible  Society  of  this  city  also  made  good  their  proposed  grant  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  From  the  Female  Bible  Society  at  Carlisle*  a  donation 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  seven  dollars  was  likewise  received,  and  sufficient  encourage¬ 
ment  from  other  quarters,  not  only  to  carry  into  effect  the  original  design,  but  to  extend 
it  to  a  complete  set  of  plates*  of  a  large  type*  for  the  scripture  s,  both  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament.  This  extension  of  the  order  will  of  course  occasion  some  delay  in  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  plates.  They  are,  however*  expected  this  season.  The  managers  have  been 
apprized  that  the  stereotype  plates  ordered  by  the  Baltimore  Bible  Society*  haVe  arrived, 
and  that  the  New  York  Bible  Society*  and  the  Auxiliary  Bible  Society  there*  have  com¬ 
bined  their  efforts  to  procure  a  set  of  stereotype  plates*  of  a  letter  to  constitute  a  large 
duodecimo. 

From  ttie  two  presses  of  our  society,  tlierefore,  and  those  of  our  two  sister  institu¬ 
tions*  tliere  will  soon  issue  Bibles  in  four  varieties  of  type;  so  that  by  means  of  mutual 
exchanges  with  each  other*  and  direct  supplies  to  the  other  societies  throughout  t!ie 
United  States*  the  wants  of  individuals  may  be  met  in  a  way  accommodated  to  the  wishes 
and  convenience  of  every  class  of  readers. 

It  was  the  intimation  of  these  benefits  in  a  letter  from  the  assistant  secretary  of  the 
society  in  London*  that  led  the  managers  to  extend  their  order  beyond  the  first  inten¬ 
tion. 

The  society  at  Baltimore  have  cordially  acceded  to  a  suggestion  made  by  the  mana¬ 
gers  for  such  an  exchange ;  and*  no  doubt*  a  similar  reciprocity  will  take  place  with  the 
New  York  society ;  so  that  the  advantages  anticipated  by  their  respectable  correspondent 
will  shortly  be  realized. 

The  managers*  having  experienced  the  favourable  opinion  of  Congress-  towards  the 
cause  in  which  this  society  is  engaged*  by  their  unhesitating  remission  of  the  duties  on 
the  plates  formerly  imported*  were  encouraged,  during  the  late  session*  to  present  a  me¬ 
morial*  praying  for  a  general  exemption  from  duty  of  stei  eotype  plates  of  the  Bible*  and 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  foreign  languages*  imported  for  gratuitous  distribution  by 
Bible  institutions.  In  the  house  of  representatives*  a  bill  was  passed  in  conformity  to 
their  wishes*  which  has  been  concurred  in  by  the  senate. 

It  is  grateful  to  the  managers  to  record  this  new  evidence  of  the  respect  felt  by  tlie 
general  government  for  the  volume  of  revelation,  and  of  their  disposition  to  facilitate  the 
circulation  of  those  invaluable  precepts  of  morality*  which,  associated  with  the  evangeii- 
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eal  doctrines  of  the  Bible,  are  alike  calculated  to  subserve  the  pui^oses  of  virtue  and 
social  order  in  the  communities  of  this  world,  as  to  prepare  their  recipients  for  the  more 

abiding  interests  of  the  world  to  come.  u  u 

Tlie  managers  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  to  .the  society,  that  they  have  been  in¬ 
formed  since  their  last  report,  of  ai)  accession  of  forty-six  Bible  societies  to  the  number 

then  existing _ making  in  the  aggregate  one  hundred  and  twenty -two — a  list  ot  which  w^ill 

be  subjoined  in  the  appendix  to  this  report.  And  it  is  still  more  encouraging  to  add, 
that  a  variety  of  circumstances  which  it  is  impracticable  to  detail  in  a  communication 
like  the  present,  give  good  ground  for  believing,  that  very  important  effects,  both  of  a 
religious  and  moral  aspect,  have  been  the  result  of  past  exertions.  It  has  therefore  been 
the  special  care  of  the  managers  to  increase  the  funds  of  the  society,  and  enlist  the  active 
agency  of  a  greater  number  of  individuals  in  its  concerns. 

In  reference  to  these  objects,  the  measures  put  into  operation  previous  to  the  last  re¬ 
port,  have  been  still  kept  in  view,  and  from  one  of  them,  collections,  after  appropriate 
sermons,  in  churches,  an  amount  considerably  greater  than  in  any  former  year,  has  been 
received,  as  will  appear  from  the  treasurer’s  account.  In  the  course  of  the  last  fall, 
arraiure  uents  were  made  for  increasing  the  number  of  members,  by  distributing  sub- 

9  ,  ,  •  t  0.1  i>.i.  nr*.! 

scnption  books  amonj^ 
been  to  some  extent  successful 


gst  active  .and  influential  members  of  the  society,  and  the  effort  has 
1.  It  was  also  agi’eed  to  place  boxes  in  houses  of  public 
worship,  in  a  form  and  position  most  acceptable  to  their  proprietors,  where  permission 
for  that  purpose  could  be  obtained.  This  has  been  cheerfully  complied  with  in  a  number 
of  instances,  and  the  boxes  furnished.  In  a  few  it  has  been  declined,  and  from  some 
congregations  no  answer  to  the  request  of  the  managers  has  been  received.  Circular 
letters  w^ere  transmitted,  so  far  as  they  could  be  ascertained,  to  the  ministers  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  every  religious  denomination  throughout  the  stale,  soliciting  their  active  endea¬ 
vours  in  augmenting  the  number  of  Bible  societies,  their  preaching  annual  or  occasional 
sermons,  followed  by  collections,  or  pursuing  such  other  means  as  in  their  estimation 
miglit  be  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of  Bible  institutions. 

To  these  measui'es  managers  have  been  induced  to  add  others,  which  they  rejoice 
to  say  have  been  blessed  to  an  extent  beyond  their  most  sanguine  expectations,  and  pro¬ 
mise  results  of  the  most  beneficial  nature. 

It  appeared  to  the  managers,  that  whilst  a  commendable  zeal  had  been  displayed  in 
sending  the  Bible  for  distribution  into  distant  parts,  in  encouraging  the  formation  of  new 
societies,  and  in  other  particulars  of  a  more  general  nature,  sufficient  exertion  had  not 
been  employed  in  relation  to  the  large  number  of  poor  unsupplied  with  the  sacred  scrip¬ 
tures,  within  our  own  city  and  the  adjacent  districts,  ''fo  ascertain  the  \vants  of  the  in¬ 
digent,  and  to  adopt  the  best  means  for  supplying  them,  whilst  in  its  immediate  conse¬ 
quences  a  humane  and  profitable  service,  it  was  believed  would  lead  into  ulterior  mea¬ 
sures  having  a  like  design  thi*oughout  our  country  generally.  Of  tlie  various  methods 
that  suggested  themselve.s,  none  appeared  more  eligible  to  tlie  managers  than  that  pur¬ 
sued  ill  England  unde**  the  auspices  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  namcl)*,  the 
establishment  of  subordinate  local  societies,  under  the  name  of  Bible  Associations.  TJiese 
would  embrace  persons  of  all  the  different  classes  in  society,  whilst  a  leading  principle 
should  be  to  accommodate  them  in  amount  of  contribution,  and  frequency  of  payment, 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  most  humble.  The  number  of  persons  engaged  in  tliese  as¬ 
sociations  being  large,  and  the  sphere  of  tlicir  ojierations  limited  in  its  extent,  they  could 
readily  explore  their  several  districts,  and  discover  almost  every  suitable  depository  for 
a  Bible.  Receiving  small  stated  contributions  from  the  poor  themselves,  they  would  he 
calculated  to  enlist,  very  generally,  the  afTections  and  activity  of  the  pious  and  well  dis¬ 
posed,  and  even  obtain  from  persons  of  a  different  character,  a  portion  of  those  earnings 
t(w  often  wasted  In  the  most  pernicious  gratifications.  How'ever  insignificant  and  tri¬ 
fling  these  contributions  of  the  poorer  classes  might  at  first  appear,  experience  in  Europe 
had  shown,  that  without  lessening  the  mean»  of  individual  subsistence,  they  constituted, 
in  mass,  a  very  considerable  addition  to  the  sum  of  charity,  whilst  the  agency  of  the  con¬ 
tributors  in  tlie  active  duties  ot  the  association,  proved  of  very  extensive  utility  in  fur¬ 
thering  the  great  design. 

The  managers,  therefore,  framed  the  oulLne  of  a  con.stitution,  the  principal  provisions 
o  which  are,  that  men/bership  shall  be  constituted  and  continued  bv  the  payment  of  six 
cents  per  month,  payable  monthly,  quarterly,  semi-annually,  or  annually,  at  tlie  discretion 
of  th^  member ;  that  the  business  of  tlie  association  shall  be  conducted  bv  an  acting  com- 
mit^,  consisting  of  a  secretary,  treasurer,  and  a  suitable  number  cf  members,  according 
to  the  size  and  population  of  the  district,  to  be  elected  annually  bv  the  members  ;  that 
he  acting  committee  shall,  by  personrd  solicitation  and  otherwise,  increase  the  number 
♦k  ascertain  the  state  of  the  district,  and  the  wants  of  the  poor  in  regard  to 

Bible-i-inquire  what  individuals  may  be  willing  to  purehase  the  same  at  its  full 
Cj  or  at  a  reduced  price,  or  to  receive  the  same  grataituusly ;  take  measures  fcr  fur- 
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nishilig  the  same  in  each  of  the  above  methods,  to  the  extent  of  their  funds,  and  where 
they  prove  deficient  to  apply  to  the  board  of  managei*s  of  the  Pluladelpliia  Bible  Society, 
for  such  assistance  as  they  may  require ;  that  to  save  expense  the  collection  of  the  stated 
contributions  of  the  members  shall  be  made  by  the  acting  committee  according  to  pre# 
scribed  arrangements  ;  that  if  the  monies  collected  by  any  association  shall  exceed  the 
necessities  of  its  district,  the  surplus  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  this  society, 
to  be  applied  to  its  general  objects  ;  that  an  annual  meeting  of  the  members  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  April,  at  which  time  tlie  officers  shall  be  elected,  and  a 
report  be  made  by  the  acting  committee  of  their  proceedings  during  the  past  year,  a 
copy  of  which  is  to  be  transmitted  to  the  managers  of  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society, 
immediately  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association,  in  order  that  such  useful  infor¬ 
mation  as  it  may  contain  may  be  published  in  their  annual  repoid.  Such  is  the  outline 
of  the  plan  of  Bible  Associations,  agreed  to  by  the  managers,  and  published  in  the  month 
of  January  last,  in  the  newspapers  and  in  circulars,  for  the  information  of  our  ftlloW- 
citizens.  A  committee  of  the  board  was  at  the  same  time  appointed  to  assist  in  carrying 
the  same  into  effect  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark,  the  townships 
of  the  Northern  Liberties,  Moyamensing,  Germantown,  l^enn,  and  Blocklcy,  the  village 
of  Kensington,  and  the  borough  of  Frankfort,  respectively  ;  it  being  deemed  expedient 
to  confine  the  first  efforts  of  the  board  to  those  places,  and  a  confident  hope  being  enter¬ 
tained  that,  if  to  such  an  extent  successful,  the  spirit  would  soon  be  communicated  to 
more  distant  parts. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  above  mentioned  committee  of  the  board,  some  of  whose 
members  attended  in  every  instance  of  the  formation  of  an  association,  to  address  the 
respectable  meeting  convened  for  that  purpose,  four  have  been  established  in  the  city, 
and  five  others  in  the  Northern  Liberties,  Southwark,  Spring  Garden,  (Penn  Township) 
Kensington,  and  Germantown,  respectively.  The  other  places  above  mentioeed  it  has 
not  been  practicable  as  yet  to  visit.  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  the  board  to  state,  tliat 
notwithstanding  the  very  short  period  tliat  lias  elapsed  since  the  organization  of  the 
above  mentioned  auxiliaries  to  this  society,  four  of  the  number  have  made  encouraging 
communications  as  to  the  success  of  their  endeavours.  The  association  in  the  northwest 
section  of  the  city  report,  that  the  sub-committee  appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions  and 
donations,  were  generally  well  received  by  the  inhabitants,  and  that  the  Bible  was  ac¬ 
cepted  with  gratitude  by  those  whom  they  found  destitute  of  it.  They  had  obtained 
at  the  date  of  their  report,  five  hundi*ed  and  ninety -eight  subscribers,  received  two  hun-, 
dred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  one  cent,  and  distributed  one  hundred  and  thirty -six 
Bibles. 

The  association  in  the  southeast  district  of  the  city  report,  ♦hat  from  the  shortness  of 
the  time  that  has  elapsed  since  they  entered  upon  their  duties,  their  operations  have 
been  but  partial,  yet  “  so  far  successful  as  to  encourage  the  hope  that  the  pleasing  an¬ 
ticipations  of  the  parent  society  will  in  due  time  be  realized.”  At  the  date  of  their  re¬ 
port,  they  had  obtained  thid:  hundred  and  seventy-seven  subscribers,  collected  three 
hundred  dollars  and  ten  cents,  and  distributed  nine  Bibles,  the  inhabitants  in  their  dis¬ 
trict  being  generally  supplied. 

The  association  in  the  southwest  district  of  the  city  report,  that  they  have  obtained 
four  hundred  and  eighty  two  annual,  and  twelve  life  subscribers,  collected  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty -six  dol  lars  and  four  cents,  and  put  upwards  of  one  hundred  Bibles  in  a 
j[:ourse  of  distribution. 

The  association  in  Kensington  report,  that  they  have  obtained  four  hundred  and 
seventy -three  subscribers,  and  received  some  donations  ;  that'  they  have  found  forty 
families  destitute  of  the  Bible,  and  that  they  calculate,  after  supplying  the  w'ants  of 
their  district,  on  being  able  to  pay  three  hundred  dollars  at  the  close  of  the  year,  into 
the  funds  of  the  parent  institution,  'file  managers  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Bible 
associations  which  have  not  made  any  formal  communication  of  tlieir  progress,  are  pur¬ 
suing  the  objects  of  their  establishment  under  favourable  prospects  of  success,  and  seve¬ 
ral  liave,  on  reciuesl,  been  already  supplied  with  Bibles  for  distribution. 

The  managers  are  also  informed,  that  a  number  of  the  younger  ladies  of  our  city,  liave 
recently  imitated  the  piety  of  their  seniors  in  age,  in  the  formation  of  a  Juvenile  Female 
Bible  Society,  auxiliary  to  the  Female  Bible  Society.  This  laudable  effort,  it  is  hoped 
will  not  only  be  instrumental  of  good  to  others,  but  endear  to  their  o>vn  hearts  the  pre¬ 
cious  treasure,  of  which,  at  a  period  of  life  too  often  spent  in  vanity  and  folly,  they  have 
become  tlie  voluntary  distributors. 

Another  useful  auxiliary  has  been  the  offspring  of  a  commendable  zeal  in  the  people 
of  colour  of  this  city,  who  have  formed  a  bible  society,  the  liopes  of  which  arc  in  a  good 
degree  promising,  fhey  report,  that  although  some  difficulty  occurred  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance,  in  convincing  their  coloured  brethren  generally,  of  the  necessity  and  utility  of 
the  measure,  perseverance  on  the  part  of  the  few  with  whom  it  originated,  under  divine 
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auspices,  is  now  opening  the  most  pleasing  prospects  to  their  view.  Their  members  are 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  forty  in  number,  of  whom  several  are  females,  and  their 
receipts  have  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  four  dollars,  of  which  a  part  has  been  ex¬ 
pended  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles,  and  the  balance  remains  appliable  to  that  object. 

Connected  with  the  measures  just  referred  to,  it  is  proper  to  mention  that,  through 
the  agency  of  a  committee,  the  managers  have  ^en  enabled  to  be  to  some  extent  useful 
to  a  very  valuable  class  of  their  fellow-citizens,  whose  employment  is  on  the  ocean,  by 
<mpp lying  ships  and  vessels,  both  in  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade,  with  Bibles.  But 
the  little  done  in  this  way  served  but  to  show  how  much  more  could  be  effected  by  en¬ 
listing  tile  feelings  and  exertions  of  seafaring  men  themselves  in  the  good  tvork.  The 
managers  therefore  determined  to  attempt  the  formation  of  a  Marine  Bible  Association 
of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia,  to  consist  of  gentlemen  who  are  of  rank  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  or  wiio  have  been  or  now  are  masters  or  mates  of  vessels,  for  the  purpose 
of  encouraging  small  stated  conti'ibutions  on  the  part  of  mariners,  and  the  general  circu¬ 
lation  of  the  Scriptures  amongst  them.  And  to  encourage  them  to  the  undertaking,  the 
managers  proposed,  .*is  they  did  also  to  the  associations,  to  supply  them  with  Bibles  at 
pr-me  cost,  and  to  afford  them  such  other  assistance  as  might  from  time  to  time  be  re¬ 
quisite  and  practicable.  The  attempt,  through  the  blessing  of  God,  has  succeeded  A 
very  respectable  association  has  been  formed  and  placed  under  the  direction  of  an  intel¬ 
ligent  and  active  board  of  managers,  so  as  to  give  every  prospect  of  success  to  this  inte¬ 
resting  experiment.  Whilst  the  managers  feel  thankful  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  ex¬ 
citement  of  the  Spirit  which  has  been  manifested  in  behalf  of  these  new  plans  of  useful¬ 
ness  in  our  immediate  vicinity,  they  trust,  that  the  partial  good  already  achieved,  is 
but  the  harbinger  of  more  import;ant  efforts,  and  still  happier  results  throughout  our 
widely  extended  country.  When  the  managers  are  assured,  that  in  a  small  portion  of 
one  of  the  four  districts  into  which  the  city  has  been  divided,  more  than  one  hundred 
families  were  found  destitute  of  tlie  sacred  oracles  ;  when  a  constant  current  of  applica¬ 
tion  for  Bibles,  so  clearly  shows  the  existence  of  a  similar  nexessity  in  the  interior;  and 
when  they  Iiave  direct  and  indirect  positive  proof  of  the  most  lamentable  deficiency  of 
supply  in  many  parts,  and  especially  in  tlie  western  country,  they  find  lesi  reason  for 
rejoicing  in  past  success,  than  for  anxiety  in  regard  to  the  future. 

This  solicitude  induces  on  their  part  a  disposition  to  listen  with  respect  and  attention 
to  every  suggestion  designed  to  produce  unity  of  sentiment  and  concentration  of  action 
amongst  Bible  societies  in  the  United  States.  To  the  proposition  recently  revived  by  the 
Bible  societies  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  for  establishing  a  general  society  for  the 
United  States,  they  have  attended  with  those  dispositions  which  the  magnitude  of  the 
scheme  and  the  respectability  of  its  origin  required.  Without  swelling  their  report,  by 
entering  into  a  detail  of  the  reasons  of  the  managers  for  dissenting  from  this  plan,  which 
were  communicated  in  a  jirinted  circular  to  tJieir  sister  societies  about  the  close  of  the 
year  1814,  they  are  compelled  to  acknowledge  their  unanimous  adherence  to  the  objec» 
tions  then  urged,  as  conclusive  to  their  minds  against  its  adoption.  Under  these  im¬ 
pressions,  and  as  the  invilatiofi  to  the  proposed  meeting  of  delegates  during  the  present 
month,  extended  only  to  sucli  societies  as  v;ere  disposed  to  join  coi*dially  in  the  under¬ 
taking,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  decline  sending  forward  from  this  body  any  dele¬ 
gation,  and  to  communicate  their  tl  asons  to  such  as  might  think  proper  to  attend. 

But,  although  without  the  smallest  diminution  of  respecter  attachment  to  their  breth- 
i*en,  from  whom  they  dissent  on  the  question  of  a  general  society,  they  are  thus  com¬ 
pelled  to  decline  a  measure  from  which  they  can  anticipate  no  advantages  that  cannot  be 
otherwise  more  easily  attained,  and  seriously  ^apprehend  some  ill  consequences  that 
a  different  course  w’ould  avoid.  The  managers  are  aware,  that  the  rapid  i.isrease  of 
Bible  societies  requires  that  they  should  be  regularly  informed  of  each  other’s  proceed¬ 
ings,  avoid  interference,  and  direct  their  labours  to  the  best  possible  combined  effect. 
A  more  systematic  and  regular  interchange  of  correspondence  than  has  yet  obtained, 
would  be  with  this  view  eminently  useful.  Li  addition  to  which,  the  ^)neida  Society,  in 
the  first  instance,  and  subsequently  the  Savannah  society,  have  proposed,  that  all  the 
Bible  societies  in  the  United  States,  should  send  their  reports  to  some  central  place, 
where  selections  might  be  made  from  them,  and  in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet,  or  book,  be 
annually  sent  to  each  institution.  The  design  is  excellent ;  but  the  managers  have 
thought,  that  difficulty,  delay,  and  expense  might  be  avoided  by  the  following  im¬ 
provements  : 

That  all  the  societies  in  each  state,  send  their  ixports  to  so.me  principal  society  in  that 
state,  who  should,  in  their  annual  report,  embody  the  substance  of  their  contents- 

That  each  society  thus  selected,  transmit  a  suitable  number  of  copies  of  its  report,  to 
some  central  institution,  and,  a  uniformity  being  observed  in  the  form  of  publication, 
that  tlvese  be  annually  bound  together  in  a  volume,  and  copies  thereof  distributed  by  the 
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By  this  plan,  connected  with  frequent  correspondence,  Bible  intelligence  would  be 
every  where  circulated,  and  without  the  inconveniences,  all  the  benefits  of  a  general 
society  be  lealized.  The  managers  therefore,  have  believed  it  their  duty,  to  transmit  a 
circular  to  their  sister  societies,  containing  these  suggestions,  which  are  at  once  ex¬ 
planatory  of  their  motives  in  declining  any  participation  in  the  proposed  convention  at 
New  York,  and  of  their  preference  of  the  more  simple,  cheap,  and  practicable  expedient 
just  exhibited. 

The  managers  cannot  close  their  present  report,  without  calling  upon  their  fellow 
members  to  unite  with  them  in  devout  and  ardent  sentiments  of  gratitude  to  God,  for 
the  many  signal  manifestations  of  his  providential  support  of  the  labours  of  Bible  insti¬ 
tutions.  As  far  as  they  are  informed,  almost  every  attempt  at  usefulness  in  this  line  of 
Christian  duty,  has  been  blessed  beyond  the  expectations  of  those  with  whom  it  has  ori¬ 
ginated.  Prejudice  and  opposition  daily  diminish,  even  where  the  force  of  early  educa¬ 
tion  and  contracted  habits  of  thinking,  have  for  a  time  sustained  a  sentiment  hostile  to 
our  views.  The  progress  of  the  great  cause  of  Christian  charily,  in  a  part  of  our  country 
where  Bibles  were  a  few  years  since  unknown,  and  the  liberality  of  feeling  displayed  by 
many  influential  members  of  a  religious  communion,  until  the  sera  of  Bible  societies 
considered  wholly  averse  from  the  general  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  are  ominous  of 
the  approach  of  better  times  than  the  church  of  Christ  has  ever  heretofore  ex¬ 
perienced. 

In  Europe  the  amalgamation  in  many  populous  districts  of  Protestants  and  Catholics, 
in  disseminating  the  word  of  life,  the  new  at  enues  daily  opening  for  its  circulation,  in 
regions  into  which  its  glorious  truths  have  never  before  penetrated,  the  unprecedented 
harmony  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  all  orders,  from  the  prince  to  the  peasiint,  and 
the  concentration  in  its  favour  of  a  body  of  wealth,  and  talent,  and  influence,  such  as 
no  one  religious  object  has  ever  before  experienced,  are  circumstances  in  which  scepti¬ 
cism  itself  must  see  the  hand  of  God. 

The  general  pacification  of  the  civilized  world,  is  one  event,  in  the  train  of  providen¬ 
tial  occurrences,  that  have  in  succession  favoured  the  cause  of  the  Bible,  and  the  aston¬ 
ishing  exhibition  of  three  mighty  monarchs  meeting,  in  fraternal  union,  forgetting  tneir 
separate  appellations  of  Catholic,  Protestant,  and  Greek,  laying  down  their  sceptres  at 
the  feet  oT  Jesus,  and  in  a  solemn  public  compact  acknowled.ging  bis  sovereignly,  and 
vowing  obedience  to  bis  c^'inmands,  has  aft'ected  the  managers,  as  it  has  the  Christian 
world  in  general,  W’ith  emotions  of  the  most  indescribable  delight.  When,  to  a  public 
act,  bearing  so  auspicious  an  aspect  on  the  interests  of  religion  in  the  European  world, 
there  is  added  the  pleasii*g  intelligence  lately  received,  of  the  Emperor  of  China  having 
opened  liis  extensive  territories  to  the  missionaries  of  the  cross,  the  heart  of  that  Chris¬ 
tian  must  be  dead  to  the  sensibilities  of  true  religion,  that  is  not  w’l  apt  in  emotions  of 
wonder,  love,  and  praise. 

The  managers  have  equal  pleasure  in  congratulating  tlieir  brctlncn  on  the  wonderful 
exertions,  and  prodigious  success,  of  the  venerated  parent  society  in  England  Their 
eleventh  report  is  before  the  public.  It  is  not  possible,  to  bring  within  a  reasmiable 
cumpass,  even  the  known  results  of  their  labours,  which  appear  to  have  no  bounds  but 
the  habitable  globe,  much  less  that  immense  mass  of  information  embodied  in  the  report 
and’ its  appendix.  Let  one  or  two  leading  facts  be  barely  mentioned.  The  distribution 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments  made  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  during  a  single 
year,  terminating  with  March,  1815,  was  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  and  the 
aggregate  from  their  institution  to  that  time,  near  one  rrillion  three  hundred  thousand. 
Their  expenditures  for  the  year  just  mentioned,  amounted  to  near  one  hundred  thousi.nd 
pounds  sterling,  and  the  aggregate  sum  to  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds.  Editions  of  the  Scriptures,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  fifty-five  dillerent 
languages,  or  dialects,  have  been  either  printed  by  tliem,  or  received  their  patronage 
and  .support.  The  number  of  auxiliary  and  branch  societies  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
adjacent  islands,  amount  to  nearly  five  hundred,  besides  numerous  Bible  associations 
consisting  chiefly  of  subscribers  of  one  penny  or  two  pence  per  week,  connected  with 
auxiliary  societies,  which  have  in  some  instances  produced  thrice  the  amount  of  the  direct 
subscriptions  to  the  auxiliary,  w'^itkin  whose  district  they  are  cr>mpriscd,  a  circiimstanee 
which,  connected  with  the  declaration  of  the  parent  society,  of  their  known  beneficial 
effects  upon  the  morals  of  the  people,  furnislies  additional  encouragement  in  regard  to 
the  imitation  we  have  commenced  of  these  valuable  institutions  in  our  own  country. 

Li  Russia,  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  Prussia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Switzerland,  and 
other  countries  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  in  the  English  settlements  in  Asia,  Africr, 
and  North  America,  and  the  West  India  islands,  Bible  institutions  and  their  auxiliaries 
have  greatly  increiistd  in  number,  and  individual  zeal  and  activity  contnnie  to  be  more 
and  more  excited. 
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^With  t])e  stupendous  operations  of  the  Christian  world,  in  tlie  distribution  of  the 
Scriptui-es,  there  continues  to  be  combined  an  anxiety  in  some  i;nea8ure  proportional,  for 
sending*  missionaries  into  heathen  lands.  May  we  not  hope,  from  the  present  ardent 
piU’siiitof  these  cong'enial  objects,  from  the  diving  blessing  with  which  they  are  seen 
to  be  attended,  and  from  the  growing  spirit  of  Christianity  and  love  with  which  they 
are  conducted,  that  “  the  face  of  the  covering  cast  over  the  people,  and  the  vail  that  is 
spread  over  tlie  nations,”  in  fiiifilment  of  ancient  prophecy,  are  about  to  be  destroyed, 
and  that  the  desired  period  approaches,  when  all  the  ends  of  the  world  shall  be  given  to 
Christ  for  his  possession,  and  men  shall  fear  him  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  sun.  Let 
the  unceasing  prayers  of.  the  pious  ascend  to  a  throne  of  grace  for  tne  kasteiiing  of  this 
propitious  er?  ;  but  let  them  be  accompanied  by  the  best  evidence  of  their  sincerity,  per¬ 
sonal  holiness,  and  vigorous  and  liarmonious  exertion  in  well  doing. 


Spots  in  the  Sun. 

Cn  the  last  day  of  April,  tlie  atmosphere  was  somew'hat  obscured,  and  the  rays  of  the 
sun  with  less  force  than  usual  fell  on  tlie  vision.  Many  persons  were  greatly  attracted 
by  the  appearance  of  a  dark  spot  on  his  disk,  which  they  were  enabled  to  perceive  by  the 
absence  of  tlic  lustre  which  usually  emanates  from  his  blazing  face.  Men,  women  and 
children,  had  their  respective  entertainment,  in  gazing  at  the  orb  of  day,  shorn  of  his 
beams  and  beauty.*  Many  are  the  days  and  oft,  when  blight  Phoebus  has  risen  with 
matchless  splendour,  and  rolled  from  east  to  west,  without  oommanding  one  single 
giance  at  his  majesty,  or  exciting  one  impression  of  gratitude  for  tlie  inestimable  benefits 
which  he  sheds  on  the  world.  But  on  that  day,  wJieu  he  passed  over  our  heads,  with  a 
dim  and  impei*fect  visage,  he  excited  the  curious  gaze  of  thousands. 

We  sliall  leave  it  to  philosophers,  to  explain  the  causes  of  the  late  singular  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  stin,  wliile  w  e  shall  endeavour  to  glean  a  few  moral  reflections  from  the  phe¬ 
nomenon. 

Yes,  the  sun  lias  his  spots!  so  has  the  most  innocent, mostsinlcss,  and  most  illustrious 
hiuiian  cliaracter.  Header,  are  you  prepared  to  be  lectured  by  a  humble  censor  ?  How 
man}' persons  gtized  at  the  spot  on  the  sun,  who  pass  whole  years  without  once  directing 
their  eyes  to  that  glorious  source  of  light  ?  And  how'  many,  think  you,  looked  steadfastly 
on  his  blemish,  who  never  the  while  saw  the  sun  ?  How  many  once  reflected,  that,  while 
charmed  by  the  partial  privation  of  lustre  on  a  single  point,  they  w'ere  indebted  to  the 
generous  sun  for  their  gratification  ?  How  many  once  imagined  tliat,  all  the  while  they 
were  gazing  at  an  opaque  spot,  lliey  only  saw  the  light  of  tlie  sun,  and  were  enabled,  by 
it,  to  perceive  that  all  his  disk  W’as  not  illuminated? 

Again,  t!  •  sun,  in  his  obscurity,  resembled  one  fallen  from  the  eminence  of  prosperity 
to  the  depth  of  adversity.  When  a  man  is  surrounded  by  wcalth'and  clothed  with  influ¬ 
ence,  the  giddy  deluded  throng  stare  at  him  as  a  perfect  being,  without  exception,  with¬ 
out  guilt,  and  altogether  lovely.  Change  but  his  state;  let- the  furious  flames  consume 
his  splendid  mansion;  let  the  villain  rob  him  of  his  pelf;  let  the  winds  and  the  waves 
founder  ills  laden  ships;  tlien  what  is  he  'Flic  morali.st,  the  true  pliilosopher,  the  reli¬ 
gious  man,  wliose  eyes  are  not  hood-winked  by  the  folly  and  ])retences  of  the  world,  will 
see  him  as  he  really  was,  and  as  he  really  is.  But  the  blind  and  silly  herd  will  see — spots 
in  the  sun  !  How  little  do  they  reflect  that  they  sec  tiie  same  man,  but  tlirough  a  dif- 
fl‘rent  iiiedinm 
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Sixth  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  the  first  sabbath  of  April,  the  edegant  new  church  on  Spruce  street,*  was  opened, 
for  t!ie  first  lime,  with  dedicatory  services.  I'liis  ciiurcii  was  built  by,  and  is  intended 
fbr  the  use  of  tlie  Sixth  Prc.sbyterian  congregation  in  INiiladelphia.  It  is  not  more  than 


arc  cjusistenl  with  the  best  taste,  the  interior  arrangements  neat,  convenient  and  ele¬ 
gant,  and  the  tout  etisemblc,  as  a  specimen  of  arcliitecture,  highly  honourable  to  the  con¬ 
structors. 

Wc  hope,  most  sincerely,  that  the  congregation,  whose  zeal  and  perseverance  has 
been  so  distinguished  in  the  erection  of  this  comely  temple,  for  the  woi*ship  of  Almighty 
God,  will  soon  be  supplied  by  a  stated  pastor,  worthy  of  such  an  audience  and  such  a 
house.  U  is,  notwithstanding  its  present  vacancy,  daily  multiplying,  and  there  is  no 
question  at  all,  that  it  will,  in  a  very  short  time,  be  overflowing. 


